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NURSING NOTES. 


HOME FOR OLD NURSES. 

WE are very glad to find that the proprietors of 
Cow and Gate Milk Food are entirely in agreement 
with the broad and kindly lines on which we should 
like to run the house they have so generously given. 
An outline is given on another page. As soon as 
we obtain possession of the house and the precious 
key, the Committee intend to hold a meeting there 
and to draw up the full scheme. 


DOCTORS, NURSES AND PARLIAMENT. 


_THE appointment by the Crown of Mr. Hilton 
Young, M.P., as lay member of the General 
Medical Council has raised the question of the 
responsibility in Parliament for assemblies 
possessing Statutory powers. Mr. Dundas, a 
former member of the House of Commons, 
recalls how any question relating to the- ex- 
ercise by the -General Medical Council of its 
statutory powers was refused at the table on the 
ground that there was no Minister or other member 
to answer for the Council. Now, apparently,’ the 
position is changed, and it would seem that 
questions of that character may be addressed to 
Mr. Young as representing the Council and that 
thus, im certain circumstances, the action of the 
Council may become the subject of Parliamentary 
debate. These conditions are the more desirable 


because of the very extensive powers which 
Parliament has conferred on the Council. With 
the General Nursing Council for England and 
Wales the position has always been different. 
Under the Nurses’ Registration Act the Minister 
of Health became a sort of dictator with a very 
powerful veto. Nothing of any consequence can 
be accomplished by the Council without the 
sanction of the Minister of Health who, indeed, had 
in his hands the appointment of the first Council, 
and now appoints five members as his represen- 
tatives. There is, therefore, a very real difference 
between the nurses’ and doctors’ parliaments, 
and under the circumstances the right of the 
Minister of Health to assume responsibility for the 
G.N.C. in the House of Commons must _ be 
conceded. But is there the collaboration there 
might be between the Minister and his repre- 
sentatives on the Council? Communications 
appear to pass in a very formal way, by letter, 
without personal touch. This is a pity. 

We venture to suggest that the Minister should 
take the first opportunity of appointing, as one of 
his representatives on the Council, a medical 
member of Parliament. This would provide the 
needed link between Minister and the Council. 
At present, although the Council is bound by so 
many ties, both to the Minister and to the House 
of Commons, recent happenings give the impression 
that apart from the usual channels of commun- 
ication which are open even to strangers, the 
Council seems to be quite out of touch with both. 


G.N.C. EXAMINATION. 

Tue publication of answers to the State 
examination questions has proved very useful 
to our readers. Unfortunately we have not space 
to give the answers to all the questions and intend 
in the future to publish certain sections only, 
varying them so that all branches get a turn. 
This week we publish the answers to the surgical 
and medical questions in the Final; the answers 
to the gursing and fever questions will follow. 


THE COLLEGE OF NURSING. 

THE annual meeting of the College will be held 
in the fine hall of the new building on June 24th, 
when the eleventh annual report just published 
will probably be “taken as read.” We are in- 
clined to treat it in the same’ way, because the 
many activities of the College are reported in our 
columns week by week. We think however that 
nurses should read the report to realise how much 
has been done—the move into headquarters, the 
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educational courses, the student nurses’ associa- 
tion, the superannuation scheme, Parliamentary 
work, the sister-tutors’ and public health sections, 
the local branches, conferences, appointments, 
insurance, and so on. 
25,057 and the endowment fund stands at 
£68,128; the expenditure for the year was £6,653 
and there was a balance of income of £203. 


SIR WILLIAM LEISHMAN. 


The membership is now 


| chairman. 
would not agree to either lower wages or longer hours. | 


FuTuRE historians, studying the period of “ the | 
Great War, 1914-18,” will be bound to mark how | 


relatively small was the loss of life in the belligerent 
armies from typhoid, how, indeed, that immemorial 
menace was practically eliminated. Searching 
further, they will find two names, Leishman and 
Wright, and will learn how by patient and dogged 
tenacity Sir William Leishman and Sir Almroth 
Wright gained the knowledge that saved thousands 
of lives during those fateful years. » But that is not 


the only cause for gratitude to Sir William Leish- | 


man, C.B., K.C.M.G., etc., Director General since 


1923 of the Army Medical Service, who died last | 


week. A group of diseases bears his name: 


‘‘ Leishmaniasis "’; to his credit is the discovery | 


that a similar parasite causes the Indian and the 
Mediterranean type of kala-azar and also of 
‘“‘ Baghdad Boil ”’; thanks to him and those associ- 


ated with him the cause of kala-azar, one of the | 
most dreaded of Indian diseases, is known and an | 
efficient treatment devised—intravenous injection | 


of antimony. A writer in the 
_ Sir William Leishman’s modest and even retiring 
character, his friendly disposition and his excellence 


Times refers to | 


as a teacher ‘‘ because he had the faculty of explain- | 


ing his results in simple language. 


His admin- | 


istrative duties were carried out with equal success, | 


for he was able to take long views and large views, 
and, being gifted with a sense of humour, he never 
lost his sense of proportion.’’” The medical pro- 
fession and the science of pathology and tropical 
medicine, the Times adds, are much the poorer by 


his untimely death. We are sure that we may also | 


include the Army Nursing Service. 


LADY MINTO’S INDIAN ASSOCIATION. 


IN the annual report of Lady Minto’s Indian 
Nursing Association Miss M. E. Ray writes that 
again the lack of funds for passages has been a 
great difficulty, but under the new scheme, which 
it is hoped will prove a great success, the sisters 
pay their own way to India or take a patient, and 
the Association assures them of work and a 
passage back to England in three years’ time if 
they fulfil the conditions. Eleven sisters have 
joined in this way and ten more will probably go 
to India under the same conditions shortly. Miss 


Ray adds: “‘ Miss Hodgson, Chief Lady Superin- | 


tendent, was at home this year for a short time, 
and it was a great pleasure to see her and to hear 
that the Association has never been more wanted 
or appreciated than at the present time. All that 
is now wanted is a constant supply of well-trained 
and suitable sisters from England.” 


EVENTS OF THE WEEK. 


June 9th, 





1926. 


HE Mining Association sent an invitation to the 
Miners’ Federation to send representatives to 
resume the discussion with them under a neutral 

The meeting resulted in failure, as miners 


Moscow has already sent over £330,000 to this 
country for the miners. 


Lieutenant-Commander E. Hilton Young, M.P., has 
| been nominated by the Crown as the first lay member 
| of the Medical Council. 


A “ Birmingham Resident ” has sent £17,000 to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer towards cancellation of 
| the National Debt. 


The Ministry of Agriculture reports that for the first 
time it has definite and complete evidence of foot 
| and mouth disease being brought into this country 
by foreign meat. To prevent the further introduction 
of the disease they have issued an order prohibiting 


the importation of carcases into this country from | 


| the continent. 


The countries from which the infected | 


| carcases recently discovered came were Belgium and | 


Holland. 


refused information by the secretary of the Retail 
Purveyors’ and Family Grocers’ Association, who said : 
“ My people think that there is no connexion whatever 
between the cost price of goods to them and the 
selling price to the consumer. The trade in general 
takes the view that this tribunal has been set up as 
the result of a blackguardly Press Campaign.” 


The Irish Free State Food Prices Tribunal was | 


During the coal scarcity the London Midland and | 


| Scottish Railway are experimenting with oil-burning 
| engines. 


At Thetford a two-decker "bus crashed into the 


| parapet of a railway bridge and fell on to a stationary | 
train 30 feet below. No one in the ‘bus was seriously | 


injured. 

Many steers stampeded into a Co-operative Stores 
in Liverpool creating a panic among the buyers. The 
animals had to be dragged out by ropes. 

London police are investigating the origins of a 
number of small fires which have broken out in certain 
districts lately especially during week-ends, They 
suspect incendiarism in some of the cases. 

Sir Austen Chamberlain is in Geneva attending the 
40th session of the League of Nations Council. 

At the opening of the new building of the Inter- 
national Labour Offices at Geneva no fewer than 
22 speeches were made. 

The English judge (the President of the Assize Court) 
who presided at the murder trials at Cairo has resigned 
on the ground that the acquittal of four of the accused 
was against the weight of evidence. 

The result of the recent Egyptian elections gave an 
overwhelming majority to the party of Zaghlul 
Pasha, the leader of the anti-British party. Instead of 
forming a government himself he asked one of his party, 
Adley Pasha, to do so. 


The Mosul agreement has been signed between Great | 


Britain, Turkey and Iraq. It defines the frontier 
| between the two latter countries which is practically 
} the same as the Brussels line rejected by the Turks at 


| | Lausanne. 


} 
| | documents, 
| 


| A’plot to place a Dictator in power in Germany has 
| been discovered and the police in the course of their 
domiciliary visits have obtained many incriminating 


Portugal was but little disturbed by her recent 
A new Government has been setup. The 
| military leaders say they rose against political cor- 
| ruption and inefficiency. It was patriotic duty alone 
| that drove them to be revolutionaries. 


| revolution. 




















































6. 


» the | 


ss to 
itral 
iners 
urs. 


this 


_ has 


nber | 


» the | 


n of 


first | 


foot | 
ntry | 
‘tion 
iting 
from 
cted 
and 


was 
etail 
aid : 
ever 
the 
leral | 


p as | 


and 


ning | 


the | 


nary 
yusly 


tores | 


The 


of a 


ftain | 
They | 


r the 


nter- 
than 


yurt) 


yned 
used 


e an | 
thlul | 
id of } 


arty, 


reat 
ntier 
cally 
cs at 


has 


their | 


iting 


cent 


| 





The | 


cor- 
lone 





+ " i fy o xo Se - a Se 
pap ede sp OE A | 
é 


Ce he St 


June 12, 1926. 


THE NURSING TIMES 





= 





G.N.C. STATE EXAMINATIONS, JUNE, 1926. 
ANSWERS BY A QUALIFIED TEACHER. 
FINAL. 


Surgical Nursing. 


|.—Write an account of the nursing of a patient 
who has undergone an operation for gall-stones. 

(1) The bed should be made up as for any 
abdominal operation case, with knee-pillow and 
water-pillow. (2) If the pulse is good he should be 
raised into Fowler’s position as soon as possible 
after returning from the theatre, propped over 
towards the right side to allow of free drainage 
from the tube. (3) If a measure bottle is attached 
the escape of bile must be carefully measured and 
charted each day, note being made of any that has 
escaped on to the dressing. (4) The dressing should 
be renewed whenever necessary the first few days 
and afterwards night and morning, until the tube 
is removed and free drainage ceases. Care should 
be taken that the surrounding skin is not chafed, 
a lubricant ointment being used if necessary. 
(5) Any unusual vomit after the operation should 
be kept for inspection and the number of vomits 
reported. (6) If the vomiting is persistent copious 
drinks of solution of soda bicarbonate, one drachm 
to one pint, may be given, or if it still continues 
the nurse may have to prepare for the doctor to 
give a stomach wash-out. (7) Nothing further 
should be given by mouth except sips of hot 
sterile water until the vomiting ceases, after which 
the nurse must carefully follow the doctor’s orders 
as to diet, measuring each feed and noting whether 
it causes vomiting, flatulence, etc. (8) The tem- 
perature, pulse, and respiration should be taken 
4-hourly for a week and afterwards twice daily. 
For 48 hours after the operation the pulse should 
be taken more frequently in case of shock, which 
may be delayed. (9) The patient should be nursed 
in a warm, quiet room with plenty of fresh air. 
(10) He should have everything done for him until 


| 


| the clothing round the scalded area and cover it 


| with some soothing application, e.g., clean old linen 
| soaked in a solution of soda bicarbonate, olive oil, 


| 


vaseline, etc. (3) Apply warmth and keep him 
very quiet. It is best not to undress him at all 
until the pulse regains its strength. Later treatment: 
(1) If his condition allows of it the child may be 


| gently undressed and placed up to his neck in a 





the drainage tube is removed, after which he may 


be gradually encouraged to do things for himself. 
(11) The bowels should be opened 36 hours after 
the operation, if necessary by castor oil and an 
enema, although the castor oil i$ often omitted in 
this case as it may induce vomiting, which should 
be avoided if possible. Later, regular motions 
should be encouraged. (12) Anything abnormal 
about the stools should be noted, ¢.g., the ing of 
gravel, stones or fat globules: (13) Regular atten- 
tion to the back must be carried out to avoid 
redness or sores. (14) After the tube has been 
removed the wound is usually allowed to close and 
the patient becomes convalescent. Through his 
convalescence he is carefully dieted, fat foods 
being avoided until the bile digestion has returned 
to normal, 

2.— How would you nurse a child under four years 
with extensive scalds ? 

First aid: Send for a doctor and treat for 
shock. (1) Put the child in a recumbent position in 





warm bath of solution of soda bicarbonate or a 
weak antiseptic. (2) He should be put to bed with 
a cradle over his body to take away the weight of 
the bedclothes and hot bottles to counteract shock, 
immediate or delayed. (3) The scalds should be 
dressed according to the doctor’s orders, any 
adherent clothing being soaked off. Any dressings 
ordered should be applied in strips to avoid 
unnecessary pain and exposure when they are 
changed. All dressings should be strictly aseptic 
to prevent any germ infection which would be a 
dangerous complication. (4) If the neck and chest 
have been scalded the chin must be fastened well 
up to avoid skin retraction. (5) The arms should 
be splinted to prevent the child from touching the 
dressing. (6) It may be necessary to give a 
sedative for the first few days to ease the great 
pain and so prevent further shock. Rectal salines 
may also be needed. (7) The temperature, pulse 
and respiration must be taken 4-hourly for at 
least a week and the pulse more frequently for the 
first 48 hours in case of collapse. (8) Fluid diet 
only should be given while there is any temperature, 
but later the child should have a nourishing, easily 
digested diet with trequent feeds to build up his 
strength. (9) If the scalds are in the upper part 
of the body it is advisable to nurse the child sitting 
up after all danger of shock is past, to avoid any 
bronchial congestion. (10) Care must be taken to- 
keep the bowels freely moved and plenty of fluids. 
should be given to drink to flush out of the system 
any toxins absorbed from the scalded.area. (11) Skin 
grafting may be performed later; for this the 
nurse will have to prepare. 
Medical Nursing. 

1—What do you understand by constipation ? 
Indicate natural means of overcoming this condition 
with special reference to diet, giving reasons for your 
statements. 

Constipation is a condition in which the faces 
remain too long in the bowel so that they become 
hard and impacted. The natural means of over- 
coming this condition are :—(1) by encouraging 
regular evacuations at times when the natural 
desire to defecate is likely to occur, ¢.g., first thing 
in the morning or after breakfast; (2) by taking 
regular meals, with no food between meals, so that 
the stomach and intestinal muscles are kept in 


good condition and do not become overtired; 


(3) by taking plenty of fluids between meals and 


bed with the foot of the bed raised. (2) Cut away | in the early morning, to flush out the bowel; 
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G.N.C. Examination Answers.— Cont. 

(4) by taking a diet containing plenty of fruit, 
green vegetables, brown bread, oatmeal, etc., as 
these contain cellulose which acts as an intestinal 
stimulant, increasing peristalsis; (5) by taking 
plenty of fat, butter, cream, etc., to lubricate the 
intestines; (6) by avoiding constipating foods, such 
as milk, starchy puddings, cakes, etc., which tend 
to make hard undigested stools; (7) by taking 
regular exercise each day, if possible in the open 
air, to keep up the tone of the intestinal muscles; 
(8) by having sufficient sleep to prevent the 
stomach and intestinal muscles from becoming 
overtired. 

2.—In a case of severe summer diarrhoea in a 
child of four describe the nursing and treatment. 
What precautions would you take for the other 
children in the house ? 

(1) The child should be kept in bed with a hot 
bottle if necessary to counteract any collapse; 
(2) he should have no food by mouth except plenty 
of cold sterile water and albumen water, if this is 
allowed, for 24 hours or until the diarrhoea has 
abated; (3) the doctor will probably order castor 
oil or some form of intestinal disinfectant such as 
grey powder or calomel; (4) the number and 
character of the stools must be carefully noted 
and one, if necessary, saved for inspection; 
(5) if the diarrhoea continues, rectal wash-outs 
may be ordered by the doctor and must be care- 
fully carried out by the nurse; (6) the temperature, 
pulse and respiration must be taken and charted 
4-hourly, but the pulse must be watched much 
more frequently in case of collapse. (7) hot flannels 
may be applied to the abdomen to ease pain. It 
a sedative is needed a small dose of Dover's Powders 
may be ordered; (8) as the diarrhoea abates the 
child will be brought very gradually back to 
normal diet. No solids should be given while there 
is any sign of intestinal irritation and all milk 
should at first be peptonised or diluted to render 
it more digestible. Preventive measures: (1) the 
child should be nursed in a room apart from the 
others; (2) all utensils, bedpans, etc., should be 
kept apart and thoroughly disinfected before they 
are used by others; (3) all drawsheets, towels and 
anything soiled with excreta should be soaked four 
hours in strong disinfectant as soon as it is taken 
from the bed; (4) the nurse should wear a gown 
or change her apron after attending to the sick 
child and should thoroughly scrub and disinfect 
her hands each time. 

(To be continued) 


MEDICAL NOTES. 


Post-Operation Treatment. 

In a recent number of the British Medical Journal 

a doctor makes a plea that the after-treatment of 
operation cases should be in the hands of a com- 
petent junior surgeon. But “ unfortunately this 
is not always done. Thus, at a large well-known 
London nursing home, on requesting not long ago 
that a patient under treatment there might have 
the dressing advised by the surgeon who had 





care of his slightly damaged heart. 


operated, I was informed that the nursing staff 
acted as house-surgeons and would not think of 
asking the surgeon what further dressing should 
be applied. This statement may only have been a 
silly boast, but, if true, no doubt it is exceptional 
for the nursing staff to act as house-surgeons in 
other nursing homes. Nevertheless, I have good 
grounds for believing that in some private nursing 
homes in many cases the dressings and after- 
treatment of operation cases are left too much in 
the hands of nurses, often to the detriment of th: 
patient. After very sad experience I consider it is 
clearly the duty of physicians and general prac- 
titioners, before placing their operation cases in 
the hands of any surgeon, to ascertain, if possibl 

whe will carry out the after-treatment and dressing 
If this will be left chiefly in the hands of th 
nurses, then my opinion is that the assistance of 
some other surgeon should be obtained.”’ 

Early Diagnosis of Heart Disease. 

Dr. A. T. Nankivell, M.O.H. for Plymouth 
states in his annual report that much invalidism 
and mortality from heart disease could be avoided 
if the beginnings of the disease were diagnosed in 
time and the sufferer would take the necessary 
He writes 
“To ensure such early diagnosis a six-monthly or 
annual overhaul by a competent physician is of 
the greatest preventive value, and several large 


| insurance companies in America insist on this.” 


Malnutrition. 

Dr. A. T. Nankivell reports to the Plymouth 
education commitee that much sub-health (mal- 
nutrition) is due to improper feeding ‘ because 
the child’s mother, even if she knows how to cook, 
does not know what to cook. Again, much mal- 
nutrition is due to lack of sleep, to late hours, to 
slack parental control which allows a child of 
tender years to go out into the streets in the 
evening instead of going to bed and to sleep. 
Again, neglected physical defects such as rickets, 
decaying teeth or enlarged tonsils, are a cause of 
sub-health. The remedy is not easily found. 
Education of the parents alone can effect the 
proper care of their children; and if parental 
apathy and lack of control continues malnutrition 
also will persist,among the children. Obviously 
no amount of feeding will compensate the child 
for lack of sleep or save it from the etfects of 
chronic poisoning from inflamed tonsils or filthy 
teeth. Steady, intelligent and successful propa- 
ganda work seems to me to be the most likely 
solution of this problem.” 





| A Simple Method of Storekeeping for Home or Institutions * 


| known to hundreds of nurses. 


By E. Leggatt. (Clowes & Sons.) Price 2s. 

Miss LeGGatt, a King’s College trained nurse, is well 
Housekeeping is so impor- 
tant an item in the training of to-day that the book will be 
welcomed both by matrons and senior sisters. It deals 
with the duties of the store-keeper, equipment of th: 
store-room, method of book-keeping, forms of entry, 
stock-taking, monthly orders and statement in the stock 
ledger, invoices and balance sheet. The diagrams showing 
methods of entry are excellent. Red ink is used for 
entering goods received ; black for goods issued; and green 
for stock in hand. 
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NURSES’ 


THE IDEA OF THE 


yE hope to obtain possession of the house so 
\U generously given by the proprietors of Cow 
and Gate Milk Food at an early date,and then 
we shall be busy getting it ready. The donors 
will draft a legal agreement by which they hand 
the house over to this Fund to be run as a Home 
for Nurses; they will also pay the ground rent. 
They make no conditions with their gift, but after 
consultation with them, we may mention the lines 
they suggest for our Committee’s consideration. 
What is Intended. 
lo prevent disappointment and disarm any 


criticism, it is well to make~-clear at once the 
exact need this Home is intended to meet. There 
must be a definite purpose. We consider that 
there are three forms of homes, all different, which 
are badly needed. One is a house in which free 
rooms and free rooms only are offered. Such a 


plan is simple and entzails practically no staff and 
no expense. It relieves the nurse of troubles with 
possibly disobliging landladies, of the anxiety of not 
being able to meet the rent, and of the dread of 
being given notice, and it enables her to arrange 
her little menage as she likes best. A second idea 
is to have a home in which board is provided for 
a small sum and attendance given: this would 
be very welcome to those who are too old or too ill 
to do for themselves, but it entails heavy expenses 
and responsibility in the form of housekeeper, 
maids, kitchen equipment, etc. Still 
another form of help and one very much needed 
is a nursing home in which old or ill nurses could 
be cared for and properly nursed without fear of 
being sent to an infirmary. This is the most 
expensive form of all, because in addition to 
staff, a matron and staff of trained 
would be required. Who can say that 
some day these two latter objects may not be 
ided to our ambitions? But, for the present, 
im has been the first form of Home, and it is 
this that the proprietors of Cow and Gate Milk 
ood wish to present to us. 

_ A Guest House, Not an Institution. 

Now about the lines on which the house is to be 
run. The Committee of the Fund will, of course 
have to consider carefully and decide on the 
arrangements. But the main plan of the gift is, 
we learn, that described in an article, ‘‘ The House 
of Dreams " which appeared in our issue of June 
6th, 1925, and the donors have given us the follow- 
ing idea of their scheme which, though not laid 
down as a condition of the gift, will certainly carry 
weight with the Committee. , 

First of all, then, we understand from them 
that they would like the house not to be an 
institution, in which the tenants are oppressed by 
a sense of obligation and charity, nor a show place 
to be exhibited to visitors. It is to be a guest 
house in which the donors would like a room 
given. free to nurses in recognition of past years of 
good work and as a compensation for unavoidable 


cook 


domestic 


nurses 


FUND FOR NURSES. 


NEW HOME. 

poverty in old age or disablement. The nurses 
are to be honoured guests. They may bring 
their own furniture and household treasures. 
(But we may add that should furniture be required 
another kindly friend has offered to provide it !) 

Again, it is suggested that there should be no 
rules, except the honoured one of consideration for 
others. ‘‘ But how can you run a house without 
rules ?”’ is a question sure to be asked. Does an 
ordinary private house have “rules?” If a 
nurse takes a room in a hotel, is she given a list of 
“rules? ’’ As long as her behaviour is normal 
and she pays her rent and does not damage the 
room or inconvenience the management or the 
other guests she is left in peaceful enjoyment of 
her room. Even if she engages a modest room at 
a few shillings a week in a humble street, there is 
still no question of “rules.’”’ The landlady may 
ask her for her rent in advance, may insist on 
references, may ask her not to be noisy or play 
the piano at unreasonable hours, or not to keep 
cats or dogs—in short to consider others—but, 
apart from this the nurse has what legal agree- 
ments term ‘‘ peaceful and undisturbed possession 
and enjoyment ”’ of her little home, even if it be 
only one room. 

Choosing the Nurse. 

The donors would like the nurse tenants to be 
chosen—other things being equal—according to 
need, the nurse with the smallest income and 
therefore the greatest need to be considered first. 
Such a house could be simply and economically 
run with very little expense and arrangements for 
care in case of temporary ill-health and all the 
other details of management. 

We hope in a future issue to give a few parti- 
culars of the firm which has proved itself such a 
good friend to our profession. 

Some Letters. 

“Hearty congratulations on the gift of a house for 
a Home for Nurses. It is delightful to hear of any gift 
to our profession. We have had some beautiful ones 
lately, but there is room for more. There are so many 
atrears owing to the older members of our profession, who 
have done so nobly, under adverse circumstances and 
miserable conditions.” 

‘What a magnificent gift! If only a few more rich 
people would do the same, what a glorious time the nurses 
would have. I am afraid I shall not be fortunate enough 
to be chosen, but I sincerely wish the best of luck to the 
happy successful ones.” 

“I am delighted at the gift of such a beautiful home; 
I dare not hope that you 


it will indeed be a haven of rest. 
will find me a corner in ‘ Lisieux. 

** Reading of the new home has made me long to be one 
of the lucky inmates, but I must not stand in the way of 
others needing it more. What a boon it will be to so many 
poor dears who find living such a problem nowadays when 
things are so dear.”’ 

“* How very quickly the House of Dreams has mater- 
ialised, it is all very beautiful. What the elderly nurses 
owe to you and your journal in this wonderful and helpful 
scheme it is impossible to express.” 

““ What geod news! I should be thankful if I could be 
one of the lucky ones, It is very kind of the proprietors 
of Cow and Gate Milk Food. I have started several babies 
on that food.” 





528 


THE NURSING TIMES 


June 12, 





Nurses’ Fund for Nurses.—Conid. 


“I congratulate you on such an achievement. Miss 
Cave must be pleased. It is really marvellous what has 
been achieved in such a short time, and so many, like 
myself, have been cheered and helped. I have reason to 
be grateful to you and Miss Cave.” 

* W) at a haven of rest that home will be. 
I shall be one of the lucky ones.” 

“I read with the greatest pleasure of the splendid gift 
of that lovely house and the contributions of the nurses. 
One can hardly realise how quickly it has come about.” 

I am so very pleased that the ‘ House of Dreams ’ is 
a dream no longer. I am thankful I can still work, but it 
may not be for many years and I know how thankful I 
shall-be if more ‘ Dream Houses ’ are realised.” 


I wonder if 


Committee Meeting. 


4 meeting of the Committee was held last week. The 
Hon. Sec. reported the gift from the proprietors of Cow 
and Gate Milk Food, of 75, South Side, Clapham Common, 
Home for Old Nurses Great appreciation was 
expressed for this magnificent gift, a formal vote of 
thanks to be sent later when the official letter making the 
gift is received. The Committee seemed to be unanimous 
that the house should be run on genereus lines without 
unnecessary restrictions and that care should be given 
in illness as long as possible and help with the cleaning of 
the rooms, all such details however to be carefully con- 
sidered at future meetings. It was agreed that the next 
meeting should be held as soon as possible at 75, South 
Side, in order to give an opportunity for viewing the house 

[The Hon. Sec. reported that the balance in hand was 
£429 Grants had been sent as sanctioned, with the 
following additions 30s. to an elderly nurse in ill-health 
for laundry expenses; a weekly grant to a nurse who was 
recently in a Poor Law infirmary and anxious to live in 
the country; grant for treatment at Bath for a rheumati 
nurse; emergency payments amounting to £6 12s. 6d 

[he correspondence, keeping of accounts and records, 
filing, and sending out cheques and parcels of clothing 
entailed much work and a small amount of secretarial 
Several cases had been personally 


as a 


help was sanctioned 
visited 

Various ways of raising funds were discussed 

[he following grants were sanctioned :—£l a month 
for three months to ten old nurses; 3s. a week to enable 
an old nurse with a splendid record to enter a home; 
rent for three months to an-invalid nurse living with a 
mother of 94; insurance arrears for another case; help 
with a holiday for Nurse E.; 7s. 6d. a week for six weeks 
to a nurse incapable of work; £4 for a nurse whose illness 
prevented her earning for some weeks; £2 to an old Guy’s 
nurse who is very ill; and various smaller sums. 


\ private nurse who has one of our collecting cards had 
the happy thought of writing congratulations to the 
Duchess of York and asking her to help our Fund and 
with characteristic kindness Her Royal Highness sent a 
gift of a pound. Our readers will be pleased and proud 
to have this encouragement. 


Donations to June 8th. 


Mrs. Frith (Miss A. M. Cameron) 

Per Miss Maddick, sale of matches oe 

Nurse Havers, S.R.N. (collecting card, includ- 
ing cheque from H.R.H. the Duchess of York) 

London Branch Member, proceeds of reading 
handwriting... ose ose oo pe 

Miss M. A. Saunder abt eis 

Nurse E. Benzies (collecting card) 

M.A.H. Sas eet 

Miss A. Byatt (collecting card) 

** District Nurse ”’ eve eos 


Already acknowledged ... 





NURSING HOMES’ REGISTRATION. 


EETINGS of the Registration of Nursing Homes 
Select Committee were resumed under the 
chairmanship of Sir Cyril Cobb at the House 

of Commons on Tuesday, when the evidence of Mrs. 
Ethel Phillips, a nutsing home proprietress, and Dr. 
Douglas Drummond, Assistant M.O.H. for Manchester, 
was taken. 


Mrs. Phillips said she had been the proprietress of a 
nursing home for 15 years, and had had opportunities 
of judging as to the necessity for registration, of which she 
was in favour. She had seen four nursing homes begun 
and end through inefficiency of staff and incapability 
of those in charge. It was imperative that the matron 
should be a trained nurse. In her opinion it was advisable 
that maternity homes should be separated from medical 
and surgical homes. Assistant, or partially trained 
nurses were quite good nurses, and worked well 
under the supervision of sisters. In her home she had 
four trained nurses (including herself), four assistant 
nurses and 18 beds. Assistant nurses were never left i: 
charge. The sisters were responsible for all dressing 
and treatment. Amid laughter the witness said sh 
did not think medical men would object to registratio: 
provided their homes were excepted. The work o! 
inspection should be done by a doctor; she did not lik: 
women inspectors at all. In reply to a question as t 
whether, if the proprietress conducted the business 
side of the home and had a capable trained assistant 
registration should be refused, the witness said sh 
thought the matron should be a trained nurse and that 
it should be a condition of registration that the perso 
who ran the home should be a trained nurse. This 
should be quite possible. She would object to half 
dozen gentlemen financing a scheme for running a 
nursing home. In reply to Dr. Davies, who asked whethe: 
a doctor was competent to deal with the inspection o 
the domestic side, the witness replied in the affirmative. 
She objected to the trained nurse as an inspector becaus« 
she thought the inspector should be someone on a different 
footing to herself. Asked whether a trained nurs« 
would not be able to spot domestic deficiencies bette 
than a medical man, the witness was of opinion that th: 
latter would be just as capable, if not more so. She 
would prefer the county medical officer, who would b 
less likely than the local medical officer to be interested 
in any particular home. Her patients knew that some o! 
her nurses were untrained, but her assistant nurses dic 
not do any actual nursing. If they did, she agreed that 
the fees should be lower. She agreed that it was not 
very fair to keep assistant nurses at such a job with no 
career and no end. She endeavoured, after she had 
kept them for a certain time, to help them to get a certi- 
ficate of some kind. She agreed with Dr. Shields that 
assistant nurses working in nursing homes under trained 
supervision might be allowed to count the experience so 
gained towards general training as a nurse. Dr. Shiels 
said that doctors drew a definite line between nursing 
and medical matters; they did not have much to do with 
nursing, and it was not very usual for them to have tli 
courage to tell the ward sister of any thing wrong with the 
nursing. The witness did not think it was possible to 
provide satisfactory nursing homes at 30s. a week; people 
were better in public institutions. In reply to a question 
as to whether, provided the person responsible was 4 
trained nurse, it would matter who was responsible for 
the financial side, the witness said : ‘‘ No, provided they 
don’t live on the premises.” 


The evidence of the other witness will be reported next 
week. 





Health and the Empire. Price 2s. 6d. 
quarterly. 

Mr. C. Jg Bonn, C.M.G., F.R.C.S., considers the attitude 
of the State and pleads for the establishment of a national 
health conscience which should recognise that it is wrong 
to be ill if illness is avoidable. 


(Constable). 
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THE SONG OF A THRUSH. 


Several mornings, on waking from sleep, I have been 
greeted by the ringing song of a thrush, piped from the 
topmost branches of a tree; and doubtless many others 
have been similariy regaled. Is there anything more 
refreshing than to have one’s spirit tuned at the very 
outset of a day by a wild bird’s note? To the sick and 
the convalescent, one solitary bird, fluting its melody in 
the early morning, may often bring a surprising amount 
of cheer; enabling them to forget some of the discomforts 
of the past and telling them of the approaching sunshine 
and a happief future. 

Highly-strung, our birds feel the advance of the spring- 
tide more surely than we ourselves do; and their emotions 
may ll set our spirits vibrating in unison. Is it that 
they tect the real and underlying spring-atmosphere 

rtainly than ourselves ? Some mornings, the wind 
W moaning among the leafléss branches of the 
f nd a cold rain may be beating on the window, 
but ppears to make little difference to the song of 
the 1. He seems to attune himself to the promise 
of t ncoming of the summer rather than to the memory 
of lowly departing winter. Thus he unconsciously 
contributes to his hearers’ cheerfulness and hope. 

What does he say ? one wonders. We listen to a bird’s 
SOI 1uch as we listen to any other sounds, according 

noods. A thrush gives us “ a song without words,” 
t n it be expressed in words? It is not designed, so 
I ists warn us, for our human delectation, but for 
the bird’s domestic purposes; the mistress of a nest 
to the notes of her master poured forth in her 
I in a language which she alone understands. 
Sor ie has therefore declared that a thrush, in effect, 
sim] calls ‘‘ Geraldine! Geraldine! Where are ye ? 
Geraldine !’’ Another naturalist has made a more careful 
transcript of the thrush’s song, which he renders thus, 

Qui, qui, qui, kween, quip, tiurru, tiurra, chipiwi; 
too-t too-tee, chinchoo, chirri, chirri, chooce, quiu, 
‘ If this be too elaborate, a third bird-student 
has gested that all he has heard a thrush say is: 

With glee, with glee, with glee; cheer up, cheer up, 
cheer up, here.” And that probably ‘is sufficient for 
most us. We accept the glee of the bird’s song in 
general terms and accept it as a simple message of hearty 
good er. 

Yet one .reflects, it is felt that the production of 
this elementary and cheerful music may not be so simple 
as it ns. Never in the history of the world has so 

ttention been given to the songs of birds and 

our cleverest ornithologists are at a loss to explain 

We capture the songs and send them over the 

cord them in permanent forms and actually 

them in our rooms by means of gramophone 

but no one can explain the mystery of a bird's 

The notes come from the trachea and from 

the curved lips ef the larynx of the bird, but what it is 
that gives the notes their beauty and melody is one of 
nature's secrets. We enjoy the music but we cannot 


explain it. The same notes, in many instances, can be 
artificially produced sp accurately as to deceive the very 
birds, but we cannot imagine how the little songsters 
themselves originate their melodies. None of us therefore 
have exhausted the study of the song of a common 
thrush, though we may accept the message it brings. 


fhe thrush, however, though most prominent at the 
moment, is not even now the only singer. As I write I 
can hear, alongside the fluting of the thrush, the slower 
notes of a blackbird. The careless carol of a robin cuts 
in now and then. The blue-tits are here also, with their 

tit-tit-titagees.”” In a few days I expect to hear a 
skylark hovering over an adjacent field. ‘The chaffinches 
will be in the hedgerows with “ tol-tol, lol, lol, lol, kiss- 
me-dear.”” And the linnets with their “ tuck, tuck, fear, 
ic quake-a-weet ” or “ peu, pay-peu-pay.”” Later, there 
will be the call of the cuckoo over the fields, and the 
flute-like cantatas of the nightingale away in the more 
distant coppice. Is there any delight to which we may 





look forward with greater pleasure than the performances 
of the full orchestra of these feathered minstrels? Is 
there any better counteractive to brooding over human 
sorrows than to listen to the care-free and often hilarious 
songs of the common birds of the wild ? Within earshot 
of many, whose sad and depressed spirits need to catch 
the faintest strains of music wafted into their sick rooms 
from the outside, the songs of birds are surely one of the 
most helpful, if one of the most familiar, of our spring- 
time mercies. 
ALL. 


HO V TO MAKE BARLEY WATER. 


When a doctor orders barley water he sometimes says 
how it is to be made. If he does not, and a vague order 
is sent to the kitchen, then a very different mixture 
to the one required may arrive in the sick room. There 
are three distinct ways of making this drink for the invalid. 
The first and most common is by simmering water and 
pearl barley together till a somewhat thick mixture 
is obtained; the second and more thirst-quenching is by 
making a simple infusion with pearl barley and boiling 
water; while the third and more modern way is by using 
one of the patent barleys now on the market in the same 
way as arrowroot. Here are three good recipes :— 

1. Put an ounce of pearl barley into a saucepan with 
a quart of cold water; bring to the boil and skim. Simmer 
gently for an hour. When half done add a small piece 
of fresh lemon-rind and a lump of sugar. If too thick, an 
extra gill of water may be added. When strained this 
drink may be used either hot or cold. 

2. Put two ounces of washed pearl barley in a jug; 
pour over them a pint of boiling water; add a piece’ of 
lemon-rind and leave till cold. Then strain ready for 
drinking. 

3. Mix an ounce of patent barley to a smooth paste 
with a little water; stir this into a quart of boiling water; 
add some thinly peeled lemon-rind with two or three 
lumps of sugar, and cook for five minutes. Use when 
cold, first straining it. 

Barley water also forms a wholesome and pleasant 
drink for those who are well, and an excellent way of 
making it for this purpose is as follows :—Put into a 
saucepan two quarts of water, the rind of two lemons 
and eight lumps of sugar. Boil for ten minutes. Mix 
two dessertspoonfuls of patent barley to a smooth paste 
with a little cold water; add this to the water in the 
saucepan, stirring all the time, and cook for another five 
minutes. When cold, strain and add the juice of the 
two lemons. 





GERTRUDE M. MANN. 


OUR LAWN TENNIS COMPETITION. 


The following matches have been arranged in the 
Second Round :— 
King’s College Hospital v. Northern Hospital at King’s 
College on June 9th. 
Mile End Hospital v. St. Giles’s, Camberwell, at 
Mile End on June 9th: 
Kingston and District v. Prince of Wales's at Kingston 
© on June 16th. 
Joyce Green Hospital v. Charing Cross Hospital at 
Joyce Green on June 16th. 
Hosp. for Sick Children v. Southwark Hospital at South- 
wark on June 24th. 
Queen Mary’s,Carshalton v. West Middlesex at Carshalton 
on June 24th. 








How to Write a Short Story. By Michael Joseph, 
(Hutchinson and Co.) Price 3s. 6d. net. 
Tuts practical book is specially written to overcome 
the difficulties experienced by the beginner in the cone 
struction of the magazine. short story, 
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KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


N brilliant sunshine the second annual reunion of the 
Nurses’ League was held last Saturday. The guests 
numbering about 150 were received by Miss Willcox, 

R.R.C., Sister-Matron, and in luded Miss Tisdale, 
R.R.C., Matron, Hospital for Sick Children, Great 
Ormond Street; Miss Miller, Matron, Bolingbroke Hospital 
Miss Sheppard, R.R.C., matron, Lincoln County Hospital; 
Miss Ray, R.R.C., late matron, King’s; Miss Durham, 
R.R.C. (Zulu War Medal); Viscountess Hamilton, and 
many others holding responsible positions 

Telegrams from members were received from Cannes, 

Pretoria, etc., and a letter was read from Miss A. K 
Barnes, the oldest member of the League Membership 
had increased from 300 to 440, including 11 honorary 
members and associates. League members had agreed 
to support a bed at a cost of £60 per annum and it was 
hoped that the sum would be raised annually by the 
League. stall at the Sale of Work Miss Willcox announced 
that she had received a cheque for £50 that day from a 
member to start a Benevolent Fund for League members 
It was announced that Miss Armstrong, Sister-Tutor, 
Editor of the League Journal, would be glad to receive 
notice of births, marriages and items of news from members 
After a hearty vote of thanks to Miss Willcox the members 
adjourned to tea and talk in the nurses’ dining-room 
Later, visits were paid to the beautiful wards, the pre- 
liminary training school and to the new diabetic kitchen, 
which is in charge of a.staff nurse; dainty trays of varied 
food are prepared by the nurse in accordance with the 
orders of the doctors 


At a short service held in the beautiful chapel, the 
Ven. Archdeacon Holmes, of London, took for his subject 

Something old, something new, something borrowed 
something blue.’’ Something old would be recalled by 
those who knew the old King’s in Lincoln’s Inn, the wards, 
the matron’s office, the sister’s room, and since 1912 some 
had something to look back to at Denmark Hill. A certain 
sacredness was felt in thinking of the old. It was delight- 
ful to know how many nurses were helping to keep up 
their homés. There was the human side of nursing, the 
probationer’s joy of wrong doing and the joy of good 
doing, and the beautiful side, visits to the Chapel arid its 
communions. Robert L. Stevenson prayed ‘‘ God keep 
me young Something was borrowed from the young, 
and the old and young must bear with each other. The 
young must not say What an old fossil!’’ The old 
taught the young and the young the old Each hospital 
had its own individuality and much could be borrowed 
from different hospitals. Something blue; “ blue ’’ days, 
but it was better to dwell upon the Madonna blue, it told 
of ideals which all were privileged to imitate. The blue 
of the sky brought self-examination and thoughts of 
aspirations All were bound together in the League to 
practise everything which was best and highest 


The League Journal contains the news of the year, 
a history of King’s College Hospital from its foundation, 


a iecture by G. E. F. Sutton, M.¢ M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 
and many interesting contributions from members at home 
and abroad, and is illustrated with photographs of Old 
King’s 


The sixth annual report of the Women’s Branch of the 
Oversea Settlement Committee shows that 1,270 women 
and children sailed under its auspices during the year. 
Extracts of letters from settlers are full of gratitude to the 
Society, and prove its excellence. A hospital nurse writes 
from Cape Province:—“‘I have been particularly fortunate 
in my five years here. Plenty of work and very nice patients. 
The English nurse seems to be in demand and if she will 
only make herself adaptable can be very happy. Private 
nursing out here is a delightful occupation. ... Any 
nurse desiring a hospital post must in nearly all cases have 
a good knowledge of the African’s language, but in private 
nufsing—even on the up-country farms, English is 
sufficient.” 


M.A.B. NOTES. 


Medals. 

The first medal examination under the new regulations 
of the infectious hospitals service was held -in April 
Twenty candidates competed, and the medals, awarded 
to probationers gaining the first and second places, have 
been won as follows :— Gold, Nurse A. P. Tibbits (Park): 
silver, Nurse E. M. Salter (South-Western). In the 
surgical tuberculosis service Nurse M. Hockley (Princess 
Mary’s) gained the silver medal, and at Queen Mary’s 
Hospital the silver medal was awarded to Nurse L. D 
Hutchison. These medals were presented by the 
Chairman of the Board at its meeting recenfly. 

Infectious Hospitals Serviee. 

The Infectious Hospitals Committee reports that it 
will be impossible to obtain suitable candidates for 
nursing posts at the Sheffield Street and St. Margaret 
Hospitals and to retain certain valuable officers unless 
immediate increases are made in rates of pay, and recom 
mended that the salary of staff nurse should be increased 
from £57, rising by £3 to £63, to £60, rising by £3 to £66 
and that there should be instituted a new grade of assistant 
nurse to be paid £45, rising by £2 to £49 (all with emolu 
ments): It has been decided that in future staff nurses 
must be on the State fever register and assistant nurses 
(Class I.) at the Board’s sea-side homes must in future 
have been employed for two years as assistant nurses 
(Class II.) in one of these homes and have received in 
struction under the supervision of matron and passed an 
examination conducted by the matron and the medical 
officer. 

M.A.B. and the Strike. 

The Chairman stated that the admission and discharge 
of patients to the fever and mental hospitals proceeded 
during the strike without interruption. It was decided 
to suspend for a few days the less urgent removals to the 
children’s and tuberculosis institutions in the country, but 
arrangements were resumed in full before the strike 
ended. A number of ambulance drivers witheld their 
services, but only for a day. Supplies were satisfactory, 
though departures from dietary scales were necessary in 
certain instances, and at some remote institutions certain 
supplies were obtained locally owing to transport difficul- 
ties 

Dr. Goodall’s Colleetion. 

Dr. Goodall, one of the nominees of the Ministry of 
Health on the G.N.C. for England and Wales, and medica! 
superintendent of the N.W. Hospital, will shortly be 
retiring from the Board’s service. He has made a collec- 
tion of water-colour drawings and lantern slides of rashes, 
of pathological material and of plans and drawings of 
hospitals, which the Infectious Hospitals Committee has 
agreed to buy at a cost of £76 16s. 





THE METROPOLITAN D.N.A. 


In the Annual Report of the Metropolitan District 
Nursing Association it is stated that, owing to the growth 
of work, it has been found necessary to add three nurses 
to the staff. Twelve candidates have been trained for 
the Q.V.J.I., from which the following report was received 
“A round was made with each nurse, in addition to 
periodical visits with candidates during the year, and in 
all branches a high standard of nursing was seen and a keen 
sympathetic interest noted. The nursing technique was 
very good, the tone was very satisfactory and there 
appeared to be a happy atmosphere both in the Home aad 
in the work. 





SIR FREDERICK MOTT. 


Sir Frederick Mott, the distinguished neurologist, died 
on Tuesday in Birmingham General Hospital at the age 
of 72. He had a seizure some days ago while travelling 
from London to Birmingham. Nurses will hardly need to 
be reminded of Sir Frederick Mott’s research into various 
forms of mental disease and his pioneer work at the 
Maudesley Hospital, Denmark Hill. 








«x Ben me be 





ations 
April 
rarded 
, have 
Park) 
n the 
‘incess 
fary’s 
L. D 

the 


lat it 
Ss tc ' 
rgaret 
unless 
ecom 
reased 
» £66 
istant 
molu 

1urse 

1urses 
futur 

lurse 

sd in 
ed an 


t 


edical 


harge 
eeded 
cided 
o the 
7, but 
strike 
their 
story, 
ry in 
*rtain 


ficu 


strict 
owth 
urses 
d for 
‘ived 
yn to 
1d in 
keen 
was 
there 
» and 


died 
. age 
ling 
od to 
rious 

the 





THE NURSING TIMES 


531 





June 12, 1926. 


COLLEGE OF NURSING. 


Annual Meeting and Conferences : Preliminary Programme. 

Thursday June, 24th: 10 a.m., Sister-Tutor Section 
(see announcement below). 2.30 p.m., annual general 
meeting. 4 p.m., reception for members. 8 p.m., Con- 
ference: Some points regarding legal and ethical diffi- 
culties encountered in a nurse’s life: Agreements: in 
institutions, co-operations, maternity cases, etc. Dismissal, 
or breach of contract. Private nursing. Second nurses 
taking on case, etc: The Parliamentary vote. On taking 
work abroad. Employment under untrained women. 

Friday, June 25th: 10 a.m., Local Branches stafiding 
committee. 3 p.m., Student Nurses’ Association annual 
meeting. 4 p.m., Reception by Council and local Branches 
to Student Nurses’ Association members. 8.30 p.m. 
Public lecture. 

Salurday, June 26th: 10 a.m. Conference on College 
affairs. 2.30 p.m., Public Health Section annual meeting. 

College members aré invited to send concrete cases of 
difficulties which may be helpful to the Thursday evening 
conicrence, 

Sister-Tutors’ Section. 

| annual business meeting (Section members only) 

will be held in the Memorial Hall, College of Nursing, at 


10 a.m. on Thursday, June 24th, followed at 11 a.m. by 
a lecture by Dr. H. C. Cameron (Guy’s) on “‘ The Nervous 
Child ’’; this is open to all College members. An exhibit 


of pupils’ work will be on view on Thursday, | p.m. to 
8 p.m.; Friday, 10.30 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturday, 10.30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Admission free to all. College members give 
their College registration number; members of Student 
Nurses’ Association show a card bearing student’s name 
and the signature of Sister-tutor. Others, trained and 
untrained, pay 3d. at entrance. 


Publie Health Section. 

College members and members of. this section are re- 
minded that the only candidate supported by this Section 
is Mrs. Warren, superintendent, school nurse and health 
visitor, inspector of midwives, Leicestershire County 
Council, whose views appeared in the Nursinc TIMES 
{under College news) on May 22nd. 


London. 

The picnic, postponed on account of the strike, took place 
on Saturday last week in delightful weather, when over 
sixty members drove to Chipperfield Common. Many 
gifts in kind had been received and a sumptuous tea was 
provided. The annual general meeting was held under 
magnificent beech trees in a natural open-air hall. Miss 
Williams presided and the business was curtailed so that 
members might have time to explore the beautiful sur- 
roundings. The’ Hon. Treasurer (Miss Brailsford) re- 
ported a sound financial position, but that £168 had had 
to be paid as income tax claimed for the past five years; 
the 1926 portion was £28. It was much hoped that the 
members would pay their subscriptions quickly and also 
support the “ Bring and Buy” effort on June 19th at 
4, St. John’s Wood Road, N.W.8. The object of the sale 
is to raise some money for the Branch. Members are 
asked to bring small articles, and provisions, e.g., butter, 
eggs, cakes. The sale will be open from 3 to 6 p.m. Con- 
fidence in the value and importance of automatic branch 
membership, with an inclusive subscription was once 
again expressed. The autumn and winter programme was 


discussed and it was decided that the dates of general 
meetings, lectures and all social functions should be 
printed on one card, so that members might make their 


arrangements accordingly. Miss Barratt was re-appointed 
auditor and was accorded a vote of thanks for her interest 
in and work for the Branch. Miss Anderson spoke of 
the need for the development of the social side of the 
College and the value of games, physical culture, etc., 
and made various suggestions as to possible arrangements. 
It was agreed to support one candidate in the Council 
election. The picnic was a great success and grateful thanks 
were tendered to Miss Bompas, the indefatigable secretary, 
who was responsible for the arrangements and had carried 
them through in spite of many difficulties. 











Swansea and S. Wales. 

A very enjoyable party was given after the annual 
meeting to Miss Williams, the retiring Hon. Secretary, by 
Miss Scovell, Matron, Swansea Hospital. The party was 
made the occasion of a presentation to Miss Williams by 
the President of a travelling clock and pewter jug from the 
members, as a token of their gratitude and esteem. 





ROYAL GWENT HOSPITAL. 


Miss L. Forster Feather, who is resigning from the 
matronship of the Royal Gwent Hospital, has seen many 
changes during her tenure of office. The nursing staff 
has been increased and while there was formerly one sister 
between two wards, now there is a sister for each ward, 
and a night sister’s assistant has been appointed. The 
giving of one day off each week to probationer nurses 
necessitated additional accommodation, and Richmond 
House was purchased as a home for junior nurses. A 
sister-tutor and a housekeeping sister have been added to 
the staff. A new out-patients’ department, laboratory, 
x-ray department and laundry have been built, and a new 
ward is in the course of erection. For nurses a lecture 
room, fitted with desks, the necessary books and models, 
has been equipped, as well as a classroom, where practical 
nursing in its preliminary stages is taught. 

Miss Forster Feather was trained at St. Thomas’s, 
and after military nursing in France was sister at Here- 
ford General Hospital and Derbyshire Royal Infirmary 
and then night superintendent at Queen Mary’s Hospital 
for the East End; after a course of housekeeping at 
Charing Cross Hospital, she became assistant matron 
and then matron at the Royal Gwent Hospital. She is 
an examiner under thé G.N.C. 








A workman who, eight months ago, was taken to th® 
Royal Gwent Hospital at Newport, Monmouthshire, 
with a broken neck and dislocated spine, has sufficiently 
recovered to be able to resume his work. 


In commemoration of the visit of the Prince of Wales 
to University College Hospital, described in the NuRSING 
Times last week, the nurses have collected money and 
bought a concert grand piano for the beautiful new Nurses’ 
Home opened by His Royal Highness. 

Cambridgeshire C.N.A. have decided to equip their 
nurses with motor-cycles. 

On June 6th Mr. Bernhard Baron laid the foundation 
stone of the new Jewish Home of Rest at Wandsworth 
Common. 

At the annual meeting of the D.N.A. Miss Roberts, 
District nurse, Eccleshall, who has just completed 10 
years’ service, received a special vote of appreciation for 
her work. 


The report of the Royal Commission on Lunacy is 
anticipated shortly. 





In Berlin there has been set up a free advice bureau 
where those contemplating marriage may be_medically 
examined. 


Miss Hé@ath, of Manchester, has made thousands of 
golliwogs to help the hospitals and with £525 made by 
the sales up to 1921 has endowed a cot, in memory of her 
mother, in Ancoats Hospital. 

The annual prize day and re-union of the nursing staff 
of St. James’s Hospital, Balham, will take place on June 
2ist, when all former members of the nursing staff will 
be very welcome. 





At the quarterly meeting of the Irish Nurses’ Association 
a silk jumper knitted by Miss O’Connor was drawn for 
and won by Mrs. O’Callaghan. 4 
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SCOTTISH NOTES. 


Edinburgh Hespitals. 
The Lord High Commissioner and Lady Elgin visited 


the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, on June 2nd, and were | 


received by Colonel G. St. C. Thom, Superintendent, Miss 
Bladon, Lady Superintendent, and others, and conducted 
through several of the wards. Afterwards prizes were 
distributed to the nurses by Lady Elgin. 
Prize was awarded to Nurse M’Kelvie and the Affleck 
Medal to Nurse Lowe. 
Commissioner said the mere sight of the nurses’ healthy, 
pleasant, cheerful faces must do a great deal to help the 


tendernesses which they knew so well how to administer. 


In a short speech the Lord High | 


The Affleck | 


| 


| 


FRANCE. 


Now is the time to visit France. With the franc at 
140 to the { or less, a holiday can be done at a very 
low cost. It is easy enough to get good quarters at 
50 fr. a day, but with a little trouble one can manage 
for half that sum. Tramway rides and excursions are 
comparatively cheap: one can enjoy a novel trip at a 
lesser cost than the conventional holiday at Margate or 
Hastings, even counting the cost of the journey. 

Just before Easter a friend and I crossed over from 
Southampton to Havre and found modest quarters in 


| the Alliance: Hostel, 29, Rue Gustave Cazavan, Havre, 


They might rest assured that the patients appreciated far | 


more than they were able to say every effort made on 
their behalf 

On June 3rd the High Commissioner and Lady Elgin 
visited the Royal Edinburgh Hospital for Sick Children 


Nurses’ Heme for Morningfield. 


Very warm congratulations to “‘ our excellent matron 
and nursing staff ’’ were extended by Mr. J. T. Ogilvie, the 
chairman, at the annual meeting of Morningfield Hospital, 
Aberdeen, who mentioned that extended accommodation 
will gradually become available for the patients by the 
transference of the staff to the recently purchased nurses’ 
home. Morningfield is a hospital for those suffering from 
incurable diseases, and its accommodation has been 
severely taxed of recent years. The committee have 
recently purchased Mrs. Rose’s nursing home as a residence 
for their nurses. 





The prize giving to nurses last Saturday at the West 
London Hospital was attended by many guests and 
former nurses. The wards and departments were open for 
inspection. At the presentation of medals and prizes it 
was announced by Mr. R. E. Watson, chairman, that it 
had been decided in future to award the hospital’s silver 
badge to nurses who had completed three years’ training 
and had been granted a certificate, instead of confining it 
to those who had served for four years. The chairman’s 
gold medal for the best all-round nurse of the year was 
awarded to Nurse K. M. Seymour; silver medal (second 
best) to Nurse M. E. Knowles; bronze medal, Nurse E. I. 
Light; Rosamound Fowler prizes, Nurses K. M. Seymour. 
and M. E. Knowles. The Anatomy and Physiology Prize, 
Nurse W. Oswald. The First Year prize, Nurse K. A. 
Price. After tea some of the nurses performed an amusing 
little playlet. 


Some of the nurses of the Victoria Hospital, Swindon, 
who had announced their intention of leaving with the 
matron, Miss Gertrude Tucker, explained their action at 
a meeting in the town hall. In a letter to a local paper 
they thanked the Swindon people for their support and 
added :—“ It’s a glorious work caring for the sick and 
alleviating pain. We cannot all be nurses, but we can all 
help in some small way to carry on this divine work, so, 
friends in Swindon, don’t allow those sufferers lying in 
your hospital to be denied anything which it is in your 
power to give.” - 

Miss Winifred M. Banham, S.R.N., housekeeping 
sister at the Bristol General Hospital, her training school, 
has been appointed matron. 


The new State Register, containing the names of no 
fewer than 48,735 nurses, is now available, price 2Is., 
from the Registrar, 20, Portland Place, London, W.1. 
While the volume has not increased in size, it is printed in 
smaller type. On the General Register there are 38,764 
nurses; male nurses number 207; mental nurses 6,349; 
nurses for mental defectives 360; for sick children 970, 
and fever 2,083. Since the Register went to press the 
number of registered nurses has reached 52,597. Twelve 
thousand more names appear this year than last—that 
is to Say two thousand more than the number estimated 
by Dr. Goodall. 














patients in the wards, quite apart from the cares and | @ thoroughly -Peench eotalt ent in the contse of the 


town. Staying by the week, we paid (separate rooms) 
25 fr. a day each, less than 4s.; this included everything 
except afternoon tea and the usual 10 per cent. for service. 
The food was varied and well cooked. 

Havre, which is very little visited by English people, 
is really one of the best tourist ceritres in Northern France. 
It is well served by tramways and ‘buses; under present 
conditions one can go quite a long way for a penny. 
The trams will take you to Harfleur and Montivilliers, 
both well worth seeing. You can cross by steamer in 
three-quarters of an hour for about 2s. return to Honfleur, 
with its wooden houses and cobbled streets. There are 
irregular steamers to Caen, about three and a half hours 
aboard, at a cost of 6s. or 7s., but this trip really necessi- 
tates two days. Very early ‘buses run to beautiful 
Etretat, where one can spend a day, returning at night. 
It is also possible to go down the Seine by steamer. 
Trouville may also be reached by steamer. Havre is not 
considered a good bathing resort, but Ste Addresse and 
Nice-Havrais, charming suburbs, provide all the necessary 
facilities. Yvetot, Lillebonne, Caudebec and Rouen are 
all within the limits of a day’s excursion. 

B.T.B. 





ECHOES OF THE STRIKE. 


Presiding at the quarterly meeting of the Governors of 
the London Hospital last week Lord Knutsford drew 
attention to figures showing a general decrease in the 
number of patients; this was due to the strike, when only 
patients who could walk to the hospital could be attended 
to. Indeed it was a cruelty, because those who were more 
seriously ill could not be helped. On the first day 
electricity was cut off during the day, with the result that 
where about 50 operations a day were performed none 
were possible; and treatment of lupus, rheumatism and 
neuritis; all x-ray work for examination of injuries and all 
treatment of cancer and other diseases by Rontgen rays 
were stopped. All electric lifts were out of action. On 
a personal interview, when he was very civilly received, 
he was informed they would have their light and current 
on again, but they did not receive it until late on Saturday 
night. Lord Knutsford also referred to a “ lying leaflet ” 
which had been distributed over the East End saying that 
the real reason they had had to close their out-patient 
department was not because they received no light or 
current, but because the doctors had gone as blacklegs to 
help the King. That was untrue. The staff were there, 
willing and ready, and very anxious about it. 

Lord Northampton says that one distressing effect of 
the recent industrial troubles has been that contributions 
to voluntary hospitals during the t month almost 
ceased. At the Royal Northern, of which he is chairman, 
donations dropped to 25 per cent. of normal. 





Princess Phon Diskul, a cousin of the King of Siam, has 
gone to America to train as a nurse under Dr. and Mrs. 
P. M. Lowell, of the Rockefeller Foundation. 


Nurse Munroe, St. Leonard’s Hospital, Shoreditch, has 
been awarded the gold medal and Nurse Priest the silver 
medal for success in the recent final hospital examination. 
Nurses Challenger and Robson (2nd year) received prizes, 
and Nurses Shepherd and Jaffa (Ist- year). 
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BENDUBLE FOOTWEAR 





ALL POST FREE 
Glace Kid Bar 
Ward Shoe. 


Design LLA5 


11/9 
































Thousands of Nurses have made 

their duties lighter and more 

pleasant by changing over from 
ordinary ward shoes to the 


**BENDUBLE ’? WARD SHOES. 


They are specially made for 
Nurses. They yield naturally 
with every step. They do not 
strain the muscles of the feet. 


Wear “BENDUBLE”’ shoes and 
be happy. There’s a pair that 
will suit your requirements 
exactly. Will you try them and 
prove how wonderfully comfort- 
able your feet can be ? 








New Illustrated 
“BENDUBLE”’’ FOOTWEAR 
' BOOKLET 
will be gladly sent to you, 
Post Free. Write for it to-day. 
It makes shopping by post as 
easy and satisfactory as a 

personal visit. 















BENDUBLE Shoe Co. 


(W. H. HARKER). Dept. T, 


145 Oxford St., London, W.1 
First 


r. 


Opposite Bourne & Hollingsworth. 





LADY PATIENT TO 
NURSE. 





, 


LADY PATIENT : I cannot understand, Nurse 
how it is that your feet never seem to 
trouble you, and yet you are continually 
standing. If I stand, or do much walking, 
my feet ache dreadfully at the end of the 
day. 

NURSE : You see I always wear the same make 
of shoes. I discovered them when I was 
first in training, and I just would’nt wear 
any other kind. 


LADY PATIENT: Do you mind telling me 
where you get them ? 


NursE: At the Benduble Shoe Co., 145, 
Oxford Street. They have a show room on 
the first floor, opposite Bourne & Hollings- 
worth, and you can get all kinds of shoes 
and boots there. 


LADY PATIENT : Do they have children’s shoes 
as well? I want a really reliable firm 
where I can get shoes for Bertie and Ethel, 
and it is so important that children’s feet 
should not be cramped or tortured. 


NuRSE: Yes, I know Mr. Harker has some 
wonderful lines for children; he was 
showing them to me when I was in the 
show room last week, and they are most 
reasonable in price, too. 

LADY PATIENT: Thanks so much, Nurse, I 
shall most certainly pay Mr. Harker a 
visit as soon as I am well enough to go out. 














EXCEPTIONAL 
OFFER OF 


“* PRINCESS ” 
PETTICOATS 


























To see skin that is 
\ healthily tanned is 
a pleasure, but eften 
the sun spoils deli- 
cate complexions 
.\ and makes them red 





d very 
“semaitive, tts theo | 
you need Vaseline 
Jelly. a 











Direct from Factory to Wearer 
British Manafacture. 





Heavy quality Artificial 

Silkk Satin Shadow 

Stripe. Round Neck, 
gathered at hips> 


Colours : 
Ivory, Sky, Flesh, Cin- 
namon, Mauve, Pink. 
Pricé Two for 
8/11 16/11 
Post Free. 
Give second choice of 


colour. Money refunded 
if not approved. 





MODEL NO. 54. 


“CRO-VAL” Manfg. Co (Dept. N.T.) 


50/51 Fore Street, - London, E.C.2 
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THE NURSE-SECRETARY. 


O much was heard during recent years of the overwork 
of nurses that a reduction of hours and increase of 
off-duty time have become general. But, as in other 

professions, while the rank and file are considered, the 
people at the top are overlooked. There has been no out- 
cry about the overwork of matrons, and yet the records 
of resignations and sick leave tell their own tale. The 
matron of a hospital must know and supervise nursing, 
housekeeping, cooking, keep an eye on linen and stores, 
look after her nurses’ welfare, report to her committee and 
see to the social side of her hospital. Added to this, the 
office work, the continual writing of letters and filling up 
of forms, is often the last straw. And yet, except in some 
of the largest hospitals, proper hospital equipment and 
secretarial help for the matron is almost unknown. We 
receive many letters from matrons, all written in their own 
handwriting and we wonder, when we think of the letters 
they must write 

tointendingpro- -~ 
bationers and to 
ol nurses, to 
other matrons, 
to members of 
committee and 





the ladies’ asso- 
tions and to 
ibers, how 
possibly 

get through it 
As Miss Dar- 
byshire wrote in 
her excellent 
paper for the 
recent meeting 
of the Hospital 
Officers Asso- 
ciation ‘ The 
matron should 
be provided with 
well-trained and 
efficient clerical 
help It is 
absurd and cer- 
tainly wasteful 
that any mat- 
ron already 
bearing a heavy 
burden of re- 
sponsibility and 
even in the best 
organised hos- 
pitals always 
working against 
time, should be 
expected to ans- 
wer dozens of 
purely routine 
letters day by 
day, and ‘do the 


























MATRON’S SECRETARY. 
work of a junior clerk. A matron’s office should be as 
organised, as methodically administered, as the 
secretary's office. The filing, recording and registering 
should be as well done as it is in a commercial office and 
this cannot be done unless the assistance of a trained 
clerical assistant is available.” 

Every large hospital should 
secretary 
matron s office 
secretarial service for part time 
typewritten and copied and filed for reference. A type- 
writer and filing cabinet are essential equipment. The 
principles of typewriting and correct fingering can be 
learned in a few lessons; speed will come remarkably 
quickly with practice and typewriting will be found not 
only much quicker and more legible, but far less fatiguing 
than writing by hand 

The need for a machine and an operator in a busy 


well 


have a trained nurse- 
and smaller institutions might arrange 
Every letter should be 


expert in shorthand and typewriting, in the «| 


hospital is obvious, but it is just as necessary in nursing 
homes, clubs, hostels and in connection with the many 
societies and organisations of nurses and midwives which 
are being formed all over the country. A typewriter is 
both a necessity and also a good investment. 

For such work a heavy and cumbersome machine is not 
necessary. invention has of late years given us excellent 
little typewriters which take up small space and can be 
easily carried from one department to another, to the office 
or to the home, or even taken on holiday. A perfect 
portable typewriter is the Corona, the new model of which, 
the Corona “ Four,”’ is perfection perfected. It has the 
keys so arranged that the shift-key need only be used for 
capitals and for the rarer punctuation marks; it does all 
the heavy work, even a series of carbons, for which the 
large typewriters used to be considered essential. It can 
be used at the greatest speed without interlocking of keys 
Everything about it is designed to save trouble and to give 
absolute efficiency. Our illustration shows how easily 
it can be carried about in its neat case. The cost is only 
£13 13s., and small homes and societies will be glad to 
learn that the machine can be purchased on equitable 
Hire Purchase terms. 


ee 


MY PROFESSION. 

Nursing is my profession; mine because I entered it 
voluntarily, believing it to be the noblest of professions 
and taking upon myself the Florence Nightingale vow to 
uphold its principles with all honour. It is my profession; 
not that of the officers-of any alumnz,, district, state or 
national organisation, but mine, and the possessive pro- 
noun ‘‘ my ” always involves responsibilities. 

Since nursing is my profession I will do my part 
towards its advancement in all its branches. I will join 
and support my alumne association, which makes me 
a member of my district and state association and through 
which I am numbered with the great army of fellow- 
nurses that constitutes the Amierican Nurses’ Association 
Since nursing is my profession, I will endeavour to increase 
the membership of my alumnz district and state associa- 
tion, and to urge attendance at the meetings; to under- 
take and persuade others to accept office and service and 
to discharge the same with the utmost of ability. 

Since nursing“is my profession I will endeavour to do 
my part financially, realising the important part nursing 
must take in the world’s work, in the fight against disease 
and the saving cf human life. 

Since nursing is my profession I will magnify its 
reputation and will allow no criticism to go unchallenged, 
and will be careful to make none myself. I will be zealous 
for my profession’s reputation and jealous of her honour. 

Since nursing is my profession I will strive to be an 
asset and not a liability. I will endeavour to realise 
that as an army is composed of privates as well as officers, 
the strength of my profession depends upon the loyal and 
hearty co-operation of every member in it. 

Vircinia M. CHETWOOD, R.N 





INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS’ 
IMPRESSIONS. 


International students who visited the St. Marylebone 
Hospital recently left the following message of apprecia 
tion :—‘‘ The nicest hospital I have ever seen, with quit 
an unusually cheerful and natural atmosphere. (No stiff 
collar at all.) But I lost something here—it’s my heart 
Hungary. I agree with Hungary.—Poland. All inter- 
nationals opinion :—Nurses working in this hospital must 
be happy; it is a most lovely place. (Germany, Iceland, 
Russia, Austria, Bulgaria, India, Czecho-Slovakia, Buda- 


pest, U.S.A., South Aftica and Bedford College.)” 


The Wellcome Historical Medical Museum, 54a, Wig 
more Street, London, W.1, temporarily closed for reorgan! 
sation, was partially re-opened on June Ist. 
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HARM first—FASCINATION follows, 


as surely as day follows night. 


A woman’s fascination and charm depend upon 
a skin and complexion lovely in their smoothness 
and delicacy of natural colouring. 

Many thousands of Britain’s most beautiful 
women and girls owe their charm and fascination 
to the daily use of ‘EASTERN FOAM.’ A 
little, regularly applied on the tips of the fingers 
immediately after washing or before powdering, 
imparts to the skin a dainty smooth softness and 
protects it against wind, sun, etc. It also purifies 


PAPA 


< 








and brightens the natural complexion. 


\ POWDER HINT: The use of ‘EASTERN FOAM’ 
prevents powder drying and roughening the skin. It 
also saves more than its small cost as it prevents the 
powder falling off when dancing, motoring, walking, 
playing tennis, or any other form of exercise. 


FREE.—A Dainty Trial Box. Send 14d. stamped 
addressed envelope, and you will receive a Dainty 
Aluminium Trial Box of ‘EASTERN FOAM’ for 
your purse or handbag. Address: 


THE BRITISH DRUG HOUSES, LTD. (Dept B.), 
16/30, Graham Street, London, N.1 


LARGE POTS at Is. 4d. 


Of all Chemists and Stores. 


[EASTERN FOAM 


PAD 








VANISHING CREAM 


Use ‘Kalosan’ Tooth Paste——as good as ‘Eastern Foam. 

















Prevents 
Indigestion 


It is better to prevent infant 
indigestion by proper diet from 
the start than to endeavour to 
correct it when the trouble has 
started. 





It is better to give Almata to all 
bottle-fed babies from the start than to 
“try Almata” when other foods have 
failed owing to excessive casein or 
other unsuitable ingredients. Almata 
is not a dried milk. It is a blend of 
Natural Foods. It is the next best 
thing to mother’s milk. 


ALMATA 


Sold by all Chemists. 





Price 2/1 and 4]- per tin. 


A generous sample of Almata will be gladly sent post free 
to nurses who care to apply for a trial supply. Write to Keen, 
Robinson & Co., Lid., Carrow Works, Norwich. 


i > ne 
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NURSES’ SUPPLY 
ASSOCIATION 


(Dept. 50), 26 IMPERIAL BUILDINGS, 
NEW BRIDGE STREET, E.C.4 


f ir 

of “ TALLOCK.” 
Excellent qual- 
ity Gabardine 
Costume, Coat 
lined artificial 
Silkk Broche, 
neatly em- 
broidered poc- 
kets Ready 
for wear in all 
the new Spring 

Colours. 


Price 77 /é. 





THE STORM CAP in proofed Serge or Gabardine. 
so Navy or Black. Price 6/11. Post 6d. 





























w th fib e corners, 2 bra*s locks, s'rong 
frame 2 rhandle, lined. Sizes 22in 
ae 8/6 ; Selections 
226 246 | sent on 
= We supply Approval. 
. Everything for 
Nurses’ 
Needs. 


H.3.A. Supply 
State Re zis- 
tered Uniforms 





A Monthly 
Account 
can be 
opened, 

10/- 
deposit, 
_ 10/- 
monthly. 














THE “ST. THOMAS.” 
New Model. 
Well -tailored Uniform Coat, 


“ NEWTOWN.” 
A distinctive Repp Coat, intro- 
ducing the new pleated effect 


on the hip. Lined throug! out belted all round, double breasted : 

good quality silk. In Navy, front. Half tined Polonaise, made: 

Beige, New Green and Black. in Gabardine Coating Serge,' 
Sizes : S.W., W., O.S, Melton Cloth and Cravenette. 


Price 6 Gns. 


From 70/- 

















The Perfect : : 


Aseptic Dressing 


A Bactericidal Ointment which satisfies 
the Most Cautious Practitioner. 


LEADS TO QUICK AND HEALTHY 
GRANULATION. 


ftiundreds of medical practitioners and nurses 
realise that in Germolene they have a perfect 
aseptic agent which will relieve them of all 
anxiety in cases where they have reason to fear 
septic poisoning. The bactericidal virtue of the 
dressing is guaranteed, and in addition its 
soothing qualitie. make its use exceedingly wel- 
come to the patient. Germolene reduces inflam- 
mation, suppresses toxic and septic conditions, 
and brings about a process of rapid and healthy 
Granulation 

The manufacturers of Germoiene are alway: 
ready to supply a generous trial sample of the 
dressing to members of the surgical or medical 
professions, to hospitals, and to nurses upon 
receipt of their professional cards. 

Nurse M. Walters, of Norris House, South 
Petherton, Somerset, writing from Bullen 
Court, Ilminster, says: 

“I have found Germolene a most wonderful! 
dressing—I speak from personal experience. | 
had gatherings and inflammation under and 
around my nail. The pain was so intense | 
could not sleep at night, and half my nail | 
cut away. When I was in Taunton | made an 
appointment with a chiropodist, and was told 
the nail was most infectious, and that 1 might 
expect all my nails to be infected. As a mctter 
of fact the next nail and the surrounding parts 
were very inflamed. However, | applied a good 
dressing of Germolene, and slept well, and now 
the nail has nearly grown level with the other 
side. I cannot speak too highly of Germolene, 
and I do not wish ever to be without it. 1 
shall do all I can to make its virtues known. 
In fact I have recommended it already, and | 
wish it all the success it descrves.” 

The above, of course, is merely an isolated 
instance out of many thousands which are con- 


tinually and spontaneously being brought to the | 


notice of the proprietors of Germolene. 
The mechanical properties of the 
have never been excelled. It is milled and 


mixed with supreme care and with microscopic 
efficacy. The excellence of the results it gives 
is the best guarantee ‘of its scientific soundness 


The Aseptic Skin Dressing 
AWARDED FOUR GOLD MEDALS 

Of Chemists throughout the British Empire 

| Prices in United Kingdom 1/3 & 3/- per Ti 


sole [Nctrihutars 


| The Veno Drug Co., Ltd. 


MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS. 
MANCHESTER, ENG. 


dressing | 
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MISS RACHEL PATERSON, R.R.C.:+ 


We have received some additional particulars of the 
distinguished career of Miss Rachel Paterson, whose death 
on May 29th we recorded last week. A correspondent 
writes :—‘ In the passing of Miss Rachel Paterson the 
nursing world has lost a beautiful personality and one who, 
in the words of a medical officer who worked with her in 
\frica, was ‘ true woman, true friend and true nurse,’ one 
who ever upheld the tradition of the Nightingale School. 
Miss Paterson trained from 1895 to 1899, subsequently 
obtaining her midwifery certificate. In 1901 she was 
appointed matron of the Government Hospital, St. Vincent, 
West Indies. At the time of the St. Vincent eruption she 
was called upon to take over the emergency nursing, and 
the story is told that on her arrival there were no fewer 
than 200 patients waiting for their injuries to be dressed. 
She and her staff set to work forthwith and remained on 
duty till all were made comfortable, a task entailing 36 
hours’ continuous work. Food was given to them by 
those whose injuries they had already attended, while 
they continued their work. From St. Vincent she went 
to Nyasaland, where in 1910 she was made matron of 
Zomba. In that country, where she was described as 
‘one of the most beloved people,’ her great services were 
acknowledged by the creation for her of a new post, that 

{ matron of hospitals. During the war she worked with 
the Nyasaland Rhodesian Field Force in Southern German 
East Africa, and was awarded the R.R.C. in recognition of 
her work, which is described as ‘ simply invaluable.’ No 
one else could haye done what she did in the face of hard- 
ships ard apparently insurmountable difficulties, hundreds 
of miles in advance of the British advanced base. In 1923 
she left the Overseas Nursing Service and retired to a 
cottage at Wynford Eagle, near Maiden Newton, where 
she became Hon. Secretary of the local D.N.A., in which 
she took the keenest interest, and where she hoped to be 
able to enjoy the visits of those from whom she had long 
been separated by distance and work. Miss Paterson was 
a leader, and a woman of the highest ideals, combining 
infinite tact with knowledge of human nature; but, being 
of a humble and retiring nature, the full realisation of her 
work, standards and personality was the privilege only of 
her many friends and of those whose good fortune it was 
to be associated with her in their work. A carpenter who 
was at work in the house to which she was being taken on 
the day before the funeral asked if she could possibly be 
that ‘ Nurse Pat ’ who was so kind to him when he was a 
patient at St. Thomas’s 25 years ago. She was, and he 
sent a beautiful bunch of flowers for her grave—a token 
to one who was kind. In Nyasaland, where she was 
greatly beloved, there are many sad hearts to-day. * 





Nurses and others specialising or intending to specialise 
in massage should note the announcement of two lecture- 
demonstrations by Dr. James Mennell on the Saturdays 
June 19th and 26th, 3 to 4.15 p.m., in the medical theatre, 
»t. Thomas's Hospital. The subjects are (1) manipulations 
ot the joints of the lower extremity and back and (2) 
demonstrations of cork wedges and felt pads for anterior 
arch supports. Tickets (2s. each lecture or 3s. 6d. for both) 
should be obtained before June 19th from the Secretary, 
C.S.M.M.G., 157, Great Portland Street, London, W.1. 
Dr. Mennell is giving these lectures in aid of the Manley 
Memorial Fund. 





' The annual re-union of the Nurses’ League of St. Mary’s 
eo will be held on Saturday, June 19th, from 
; aon 30 p.m.; tea at 3.30 in the nurses’ dining room, 
oMowed, if fine, by a tennis match between past and 
present nurses in Paddington Recreation Ground. The 
Chain’ team will be presented with the League Tennis 
ae ar Cup. Members are requested to inform the 
Sue secretary if able to be present and to wear their 
adges at the re-union. 





Gennn mnnal Re-union of past and present nurses of the 

ioe aan immary at Leeds will take place on Saturday, 

ita at 3 p.m. All nurses who trained there will be 

Me. y come. Mrs. Anderson, nee Miss Fisher, hopes to 
present and to see many friends, 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Questions asking advice on legal, charitable, employment 
and nursing matters are answered free of charge in this 
column, if accompanied by the coupon and by the full 
name and address of the writer. Answers by post 2s. 6d. 
and ls. (see coupon). 

Test Meals. (H.A.C.)—Test meals are given for three 
purposes: to discover the rate of digestion, the motor 
power of the stomach, and the amount of hydrochloric 
and other acids present. The meal usually consists of 
two or three slices of bread, one or two ounces in weight, 
a cup of tea without milk or sugar, and ten to fourteen 
ounces of water. This is given in the early morning before 
any other food is taken, and is removed in an hour. 
Fractional test meals are in frequent use now. A small 
stomach tube is swallowed and left in position; the gastric 
contents are removed at frequent intervals for exam- 
ination. 

Health Visitors’ Training (M.F.).— Your nearest training 
centre is : The County of Durham Board for the Training 
of Health Visitors, Durham. There are four training 
centres in London :—The Battersea Polytechnic, Battersea 
Park Road, S.W.11; Bedford College for Women, Regent’s 
Park, N.W.1. (University of London); the College of 
Nursing, Ltd., Henrietta Street, Cavendish Square, W.1; 
and the National Health Society, 90, Buckingham Palace 
Road, S.W.1. The other provincial centre is at Liverpool 
(University of Liverpool). It is hoped to institute other 
centres soon. 

Books. (M.D.L.)—A suitable book of recipes for Insti- 
tution Dietary is :—‘‘ Food and Feeding in Health and 
Disease,” by Watson. The following books would be 
helpful to a probationer engaged in mental defective 
nursing :—‘‘ Nursing Mental Diseases,” by Bailey and 
Barr; ‘Types of Mental Defectives,” by Mahoney. 
If you are a College of Nursing member you can borrow 
these books from the library; if not, you can fill up the 
membership form of the Library of Nursing and the 
Librarian will be pleased to lend them. 

Baby Show. (C.H.P.)—We should advise you to write 
to: The Secretary, National Baby Week Council, 117, 
Piccadilly, London, W.1., from whom you can get full 
particulars. 

Claiming a Fee. (Maryhill.)—If you were @lefinitely en- 
gaged and were unable to fill in the time at another case 
you can certainly claim your fee. 

Pevensey Bay for a Holiday. (A.L.€.)—Try Prospect 
House (J. C. Boyes), Pevensey Bay, for board-residence . 








The President (Miss Smith) and members of the Nurses’ 
Recreation Club, Withington Hospital, West Didsbury, 
will be pleased to see past members of the staff at their 
annual Re-union and Summer Social on Saturday, 
July 10th. 

The Equal Political Rights Demonstration Committee, 
92, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, ask us to remind 
nurses of the great demonstration on July 3rd to demand 
votes for women on the same terms as men. 

A course, open to nurses, health visitors and others 
interested in maternity or in the care of infants, opens on 
July 7th at the Infants’ Hospital, Vincent Square, West 
minster. Yickets (5s.) are obtainable from the Secretary; 
single lectures Is. The lectures are given on Wednesdays, 
beginning at 6.30 p.m. 





Miss Marianne Coats, of St. Leonards-on-Sea, who died 
recently, left £100 and the income from railway shares 
to her nurse, Margaret Fogarty. 
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NEWS ITEMS. 

In the annual report of the Leicester Royal Infirmary 
is the following appreciation of the work done during the 
vear The Resident Medical Officers and the Nursing 
Staff under the supervision of Miss C. E. Vincent, Matron; 
and the Administrative Staff generally have continued to 
give whole-hearted co-operation in the work of the Insti- 
tution and their service is acknowledged with gratitude. 
Particularly the Board emphasize the work of the Nursing 
Staff in enabling the Institution to carry out the increased 
work rhe Board are grateful to Sisters and Nurses for 
their care and attention to the comfort and well-being of 
the patients.” 

In the annual report of the Bolingbroke Hospital, 
Wandsworth, it is mentioned that Sir James Carmichael, 
K.B.E., Chairman, has given a house to provide “ some- 
thing approaching ideal sleeping accommodation for the 
night staff.’’ He is also generously building a children’s 
ward for which the Matron, Miss Miller, and the nursing 
staff are having a series of jumble sales to defray the cost 
of picture tiling. They would be glad of gifts for the 
sales 

The Lebanon Hospital for Mental Diseases, Asfuriyeh, 
Beirut, Syria, the annual meeting of which was held in 
London last week, is the only institution of its kind from 
Constantinople to Cairo and is of great service to the 
Syrian nation. It is, in fact, one of the bright spots in 
Syria and in course of time it is hoped that the Syrians 
will take the burden of the work upon their own shoulders 
Ill-treatment for mental sufferers is still not unknown 
in Syria 

In our recent account of the presentation of medals at 
St. Giles’ Hospital, Camberwell, it was not clear that the 
medals gained by Nurse Mildred Bowen and Nurse B. G 
Bennett were for the School Final Examination and not 
for the State Examination 


\ ball in aid of Queen Mary’s Hospital for the East End, 
rd, is to be held on June 2Ist at the Hyde Park 
| under the patronage of H.R.H. Prince Henry, K.G., 

s consented to be present : 


Antoine, Tonkin, has been made an Officer of the 

f Honour She has worked for 37 years among 

and incurables of Tonkin, and is now suffering 

n incurable disease contracted during her service. 

he Governor-General of the Colony conferred the decor- 
n recognition of her life of devotion and self- 


rif 
Sar ilice 


Sister Melania, Superior of the Convent. of the Bon 
Secours, has been decorated by the French Consul with the 
gold medal of Honour of the French Foreign Ministry, in 
recognition of her 50 years’ work among the sick in Liver- 
pool. Sister Melania came to the city when epidemics of 
typhus and small pox were frequent and nursed the cases 
with untiring care. 


The 10th annual meeting of the Bradford Royal 
Infirmary Nurses’ League was held on Saturday, May 
29th, at the Field House Nurses’ Home, and was attended 
by a large gathering of members. The Business meeting 
was followed by a social gathering including music by a 
stringed orchestra. 7 r 


The District Superintendent and her assistant, Hamp- 
shire, during the year have motored more than 19,000 
miles visiting the 114 districts. 

The Croydon Council defeated a proposal to erect a 
nurses’ home at the Mental Hospital at a cost of £28,000, 
on the grounds that it was extravagant. 

Mr. Milton Haydock left £2,000 to the Great Harwood 
D.N. Fund. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Matrons. 
Davies, Miss GERTRUDE, Matron, 
Hospital. 

Trained at St. Mary’s Hospital, Paddington. C.M.B 
cert., East End Mothers’ Lying-in Home. Sister, 
Men’s Medical Ward, and Sister, Women’s, St. Mary's 
Hospital; Home Sister, London Homeopathi 
Hospital; Night Sister, St. George’s Hospital 

Verity, Miss J. Mary, Matron, The “ Empitts "’ Con- 
valescent Home, Woodhouse Eaves, Nr. Lough- 
borough. 

Trained at Bradford Royal Infirmary. Sister of the 
Children’s Surgical Ward, Bradford Royal Infirmary 


Sisters. 

McLEop, Miss M., Sister and general assistant to Matron, 
Convalescent Home, Wassell Grove, Pedmore, Stour- 
bridge 

Trained at the Birmingham General Hospital. 

ROWLAND, Mrs., Sister and general assistant to Matron, 

The Oaklands Convalescent Home, Droitwich. 
Trained at the Birmingham General Hospital. 


Public Heaith. 
Happo.p, Miss Atice Emma, Health Visitor, St. Helens 
Corporation. 

Trained at David Lewis Northern Hospital. Sister and 
After-Care Sister for Orthopedic Clinics, Leasowe 
Open-air Children’s Hospital. 

Kyp-Aitkin, Miss W., Health Visitor, 
Shrewsbury. 

Trained at Gloucester Royal Infirmary. Health Visitor 
and School Nurse, Barnes U.D.C.; Health Visitor 
(Infant Welfare), School for Mothers, Adelaide, South 
Australia. 

Ray, Miss Lucy F., S.R.N., Health Visitor and School 
Nurse, Hendon U.D.C. 

Trdined at Hackney Hospital. 
School Nurse, Isle of Ely C.C., etc.; 
(Q.V.J.1.), West Croydon. 

WARDLE, Miss AGNEs, Health 
Pendlebury U.D.C., Lancs. 

Trained at Wolverhampton and South Staffs. General 
Hospital ; Health Visitor and School Nurse, Isle of Ely 
ot oe 

WILLIAMS, Miss MABEL VENMORE, School Nurse, Borough 
of East Retferd Education Committee 

Trained at Liverpool Stanley Hospital. District nursing 
and School Visiting work, Carnarvonshire. 

Nurse Seabright has been permitted by the Liske ard 
(Cornwall) Guardians to withdraw her resignation, and 
Miss Young of Stonehouse has been appointed to the 
vacancy caused by the death of Nurse Brooke. 

Q.A.1.M.N.S. 

Sister Miss K. M. Mathews, R.R.C., retires on ret. pay 

(June 1), with permission to retain the badge. 


Ilford Emergency 


Borough of 


Health Visitor and 
District Nurse 


Visitor, Swinton 


MARRIAGES. 

On June 6th, at St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, 
Ramsden Smythe, of Charing Cross Hospital, to |! 
Newyn Scott. Nurses formed a guard of honour outside 
the church. Dr. Roberts, M.O., was the best man and 
there was a large attendance of doctors, nurses and former 
patients. 

On June 2nd, at Old Malden Church, Worcester Park 
Miss Louisa Elizabeth Marden, District Nurse, Blean, 
Canterbury, to Mr. Cecil Allen Wallis. The D.N A 
committee sent a wedding gift. 

DEATHS. anit 

Miss Hilton, formerly district nurse at Hitchin for 
twenty-five years, died on May 18th. She retired five 
years ago after doing excellent work. 

On June 5th, Miss Linda Ditcham, Matron of Carmar- 
then County Infirmary for over 30 years: The funeral 
took place at St. Peter’s Church, Carmarthen. 
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BABY’S HEALTH 


assured by using Ingram’s 


“AGRIPPA” 
Band Teat & Valve 


The Teat that has stood the 
test of time. 


The Patent Band grips the bottle tightly and 
cannot accidently slip off. 


Ingram’s “ Agrippa” Teats are the 
standard of the world, because of their 
purity. They are made of the highest 
grade Para Rubber, without the 
addition of fillers, colouring matter or 
other deleterious compounds. 





Ingram’s “ Agrippa” Teats are per- 
fectly hygienic, because they can be 
sterilized repeatedly in boiling water with- 
out affecting the quality of the rubber. 


Obtainable of a!l High-Class Chemists. 


X 

Sample sent Y _ y. 

to N uyses INGRAM § 
and Instity- London.” 
tions on 

receipt of pro- The London 
fessional card India Rubber 
addressed to Works, 

“ Advt. Dept,” mn se ACD 

ick, 


London, E,9. 
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PENETRATING 
ACTIVE 
ANTISEPTIC 
NON-IRRITATING 
[ NON-STAINING 
NON-HARDENING 


In extensive burns on young children, in skin 
affections, and upon mucous and other extremely 
tender surfaces, Iodex is freely applied daily, by 
medical practitioners, without irritation, and with 
highly satisfactory results. There is no other form 
of active iodine of which this can be truly said. 
Therefore, Iodex is the ideal form of iodine for 
external use. It is the ideal antiseptic, inflam- 
mation-reducing and healing agent. Doctors use 
it in serious cases. Therefore the Nurse may safely 
follow their lead and use it in burns and scalds, 


cuts, tears and bruises, on open wounds, or in 
inflammatory conditions generally. 

SAMPLE ON REQUEST. 
MENLEY AND JAMES, LTD., HATTON GARDEN, LONDON, 























PUT A CHECK ON YOUR LINEN BY USING 
JOHN BOND’S 
‘CRYSTAL PALACE’ 
MARKING INK. 


FOR USE WITH OR WITHOUT HEAT (WHICHEVER KIND 
Is PREFERRED). 


» Sold in 6d. & 1s. Bottles, or by the oz., pt. or qt. 
As Used in the Royal Households. 
Manufactory—75, Southgate Road, London, N1. 

















is the most effective SKIN BALM in 
KU LOS existence because it contains the Natural 

Skin Fluid. it is just what your skin 
craves; use it and you need not fear harsh winds or 
sunburn. Miss D.I.A. writes :—‘‘ The nurses have never 
used such an excellent Lotion.” Send for a generous 
test sample to :— 


JONES, Chemist, 82, BOURNEMOUTH. 








Yeast is life/ 


Irving’s Yeast-Vite Tablets. 


When ont of sorts, fatigued take one or two tablets feel 
exhilarated in a few minutes. 
Contain no harmful drugs, “ye Quicker, and more Powerful 
than Aspirin. 


1/3, 2/9, and 5/-, of all chemists. 
We supply the treatment free to — Nurses, Hospitale and Clinics 
also patients who cannot afford to pay. 


Send ‘or free box and descriptive treatise. 
Irving’s YEAST-VITB Laboratories, 











Cecil House, Holborn Viaduct, London, E.C.1. 
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When more thin the Fe fifty years Doctors and Nurses have 
Milx Diet is called for advocated Nestl!’s Milk as a perfect food for 
Doctors recommend rearing Infant:. But the looks and condition 
Nestlé’s Mil< Food— of the Children brought up on Nestlé’s 
made from Nestlé’s 1emain its finest testimony. 


Milk and Male Products 
a perfect nutriment 


for Infants and Invalids. NESTLE’S MILK 
THE RICHEST IN CREAM 
SAMPLE OFFER 


Tiree gencrations of Children have grown 
A sample tin of Nestle’s 


sturdy and well on Nestlé’s. For this 


Milk Food will be sent milk is all nourishm:nt, and the scrupulous 
post free on receipt of a conditions of hygiene under which Nestlé’s is 
post card to Nestle’s prepa‘ed guarantee its perfect Purity. No 
N.M.F. D:pr. 6-8 East- added preservative. Nestl?’s Milk is the best 
cheap, London, E.C.3.” alternative to breast milk. 


























After Iliness 
rebuild with —_ 


All Treasure Cots are now fitted with 


curved logs. 
NO INCREASE IN PRICES. 
Dainty, draughtproof and hygienic. 
Packs small for Tr 
° fe - 


fittei with our Patent 


; , wh 
with this style of Cot. : 
No. eR pe Nae 6 from birth to 6 years of age 
No. 1 Polished ,, oe as All Accouchement Requisites 


No. 2 White Enamel ... 30/ Agents for Harringtons Squares: 





: ; ae | HIGH Stained o* 
For use in sickness a oan tummnas ines Bikes Polished So gh noe styles’ 
special preparation of 7 days’ approval. from 49/6. 

i TS eee er aaa The “TREASURE” — CRIB, 
Bovril is packed as FREE 160 PAGE CATALOGUE. Safety Catch, Sliding Side, Wire 
Invalid Bovril.’ Itcontains “ Ever for Mother and Mattress, 4ft. by 2ft., 58/6. 

ything 
added proteids and is free | ew "Syaliinsy Cavagr BART, CARRIAGES. At 
from seasoning. Catalogue “B.” =... Prices from 26 6s. Od. 
Thus it provides a valu- TREASURE COT CO. LTD., 


able addition to invalid diet, 
welcomed by the patient, 
and readily assimilated 
by the most enfeebled 
digestion. 


Obtainabl» from all Chemists 


(Dept. W3), 103, Oxford Street, London, W.1. 
(Nearly opposite Bourne & Hollingsworth.) 


















SPECIAL TERMS TO NURSES 
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| THE JOURNAL OF MIDWIFERY 


A WEEKLY RECORD FOR MIDWIVES AND MATERNITY NURSES 








CENTRAL MIDWIVES’ BOARD, 


Report of Standing Committee. 


The Committee met on June 3rd. The following were 
appoiited members of the approvals sub-committee for 
the year ending 3lst March next :—Dr. Fairbairn, Miss 
Greaves, Miss Haydon, Dr. Lyster, Miss Pollard, Mr. 
Sangster 

The Committee recommended that the M.O.H. for 
Blackpool be informed, in reply to his letter, that it was 
not the practice of the Board to approve medical prac- 
titioners as teachers of practical midwifery, it being 


desirable that the teacher responsible for the practical 
training should be one who personally attended the 
deliveries and personally took charge of the nursing during 
the ng-in period. ; 


rhe application from the Matron of the Royal Halifax 
Infirmary, who asked that the number of pupils to be 
trained there at one time might be increased from five to 
seven, was granted 

\ letter was read from the Ministry of Health stating 


that in view of the amendments which would become 
necessary if certain of the Bills now before Parliament 
became law, the Minister proposed to extend the approval 


of the Rules in their present form for a further period, 
expiring on the 30th September, 1926, and trusted that 
by that date all suggested amendments to the Rules could 


be considered so that the Rules, when approved, might 
remain in force as long as possible without further alter- 
ation The Minister to be informed that the Board would 
endeavour to submit all suggested alterations in the Rules 
for approval within the time specified, and that it would 
welcome a return to the original practice of approving 


the Kules for a period of five years. 

\ letter was read from the County M.O.H. for Durham 
pointing out that the Ministry now required a candidate 
for the health visitors’ examination to have had training 
in a general or children’s hospital in addition to holding 
the Board’s certificate, and asked why a general trained 
nurse should be required to have only six months’ mid- 
wifery training before sitting for the Board’s examination, 
while candidate with a three years’ training in a 
children’s hospital had to undergo twelve months’ mid- 
wifery training before sitting for examination; and, 
further, stating that in his opinion, for health visiting 
purposes, a person trained in a children’s hospital had 
sreater advantages than a person trained in a general 
hospital. The reply to be that the object of the Rules 


concerning the curriculum was to produce thoroughly 
competent midwives. Training in diseases of children 
was undoubtedly a valuable addition to this, but could not 


be regarded as an equivalent or substitute. 

\ midwife who had asked if she was allowed to adver- 
tise that she practised as a midwife, to be informed that 
midwives ought to aim at a standard of conduct which 
increased rather than diminished the dignity of their 


profession. From this point of view all advertising was 
to be deprecated, and midwives ought to be Satisfied with 
E _ n their doors, and cards in accordance with Rule 

The Clerk to the Poplar Guardians, who had written 
stating that the chairman of the Guardians and the chair- 
man of the committee directly concerned could not under- 


stand the Board’s view that the medical officer referred to 
- Rule E.27 must be a resident medical officer, and asked 
= the Board’s observations on the matter, to be informed 
that in the view of the Board the supervision referred to 
in Rule E.27 could not be exercised satisfactorily by a non- 
ro medical officer, and that in the intention of the 
Board the word “‘ resident "’ was implied in the words 
duly appointed.” Under the circumstances the appoint- 
nent of a non-resident medical officer could not be con- 








sidered “‘due”* in so far as the Rule in question was 
concerned. : 

The application of King Edward Avenue Hospital, 
Dartford, for approval as a training school was adjourned. 
The application of Kathleen Mary Tillyard, M.A., M.B., 
for approval as lecturer was granted. The application 
of the following certified midwives for approval as 
teachers was granted :—-Leah Florence Newton, Ellen 
Eliza Bridger, Florence May Garrett, Susanna Gertrude 
Jackson, Annie Kathleen Richards. The following were 
approved subject to conditions :—Minnie Williamson, 
Margaret Louise Dawson. The following were adjourned : 
Emma Wren, Fanny Elizabeth Woolhouse. 

The report and recommendations of the approvals 
committee as to the re-approval of certain lecturers and 
teachers, the consideration of which was adjourned at the 
last meeting, was received and adopted. 

The Secretary said the number of entries for the April 
examination (931) constituted a record. 

Next meeting, July 15th, 10.30 a.m. 


Special Meeting. 


A special meeting was held at 1, Queen Anne’s Gate 
Buildings, Westminster, on Thursday in last week. 

Final Report: Isabella Frances Evans (West Sussex). 
Satisfactory. No action. 

Interim Report: Mary Kate Norminton (MiddleSex). 
For final report. 

Sentence Postponed: Annie Coyle, C.M.B. exam. 
(Middlesex). For having, on a recent inspection of equip- 
ment by L.S.A., a dirty and blood-stained pair of scissors 
in her midwifery bag, and not having in her possession 
any efficient antiseptic for eleansing the eyes of newly- 
born infants. Miss Coleman (I. of M.) and the midwife 
were present and she was ably defended by Mr. Gordon, 
a friend. The charges were not denied but it was stated 
that the scissors were returned by a patient’s relative at 
whose house they were left and were placed in the bag 
without intimation to the midwife; and that the equip- 
ment would have been completed before the next confine- 
ment case was due: The record showed that the midwife 
was censured by the Board in September, 1925, when 
reports were asked for. For further reports. 

Censured : Mary Agnes Dingwall, C.M.B. exam. (Devon). 
Failing to call in doctor for patient suffering from serious 
rupture of perineum (Rules E.20 and 21 (3) ) and later 
failing to notify L.S.A. that patient was suffering from a 
condition supposed to be infectious. Miss Booker (I. of M.) 
was present. The midwife in a written defence stated that 
she did not discover the rupture, although she had given 
repeated enemata after the confinement, and that she 
did not understand the forms as to notification. The 
I. of M. in reply to the Board said that instruction had 
been given with regard to all forms. The midwife’s 
previous record was good. Reports in three and ‘six 
months. 

Cautioned : isabella Jarman, C.M.B. exam. (London.) 
After careful consideration and hearing, the Board 
decided that there had been some slight delay in obtaining 
medical help for an infant suffering from an inflamed 
eye and cautioned the midwife to carry out the C.M.B. 
Rules strictly. 

Judgment Postponed : Edith Kift, C.M.B. exam, (Lon- 
don). Employing an uncertified person to attend patients 
during lying-in period contrary to the Act, 1902, Sec. 1 (4). 
Dr. Tengelley (I. of M., L.C.C.), Mrs. Waye (certified 
midwife), Mr. Stathers (solicitor), the midwife and a 
number of witnesses’ were present. The case hada long 
and careful hearing and there was much contradictory 
evidence. It was stated that a midwife undertook the 
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confinement of seven patients, on account of the illness 
of Mrs. Kift (the midwife engaged) but denied that she 
said she was too busy to undertake the maternity nursing. 
It was proved that an uncertified woman had been 
engaged. The midwife’s previous record showed several 
cautions for various breaches of Rules. Reports in three 
and six months. 


Struck Off: (1) Elizabeth Hasprey (West Bromwich). 
For various breaches of Rules after many warnings. 
Dr. Simpson (I. of M.) said the midwife was illiterate and 
had no proper equipment or appliances. (2) Ellen Pearsons 
(Devon). For various breaches of Rules with regard to a 
serious case of ruptured perineum. It was stated by 
Miss Booker (I. of M.) that the midwife was illiterate and 
had had previous warnings. (2) To be prohibited from 
attending lying-in women in any capacity. 


MIDWIVES’ BILL 


Tuesday the House of Lords considered, 
mittee, the Midwives and Maternity Homes Bill 


AMENDMENTS. 


On in Com- 


Lord Stanmore moved an amendment to Clause 1, with 
the object of safeguarding the midwiftry training of 
medical students and pupil midwives He pointed out 
that under the Clause no medical student could attend a 
woman in child-birth except under the personal super- 
vision of a duly qualified medical practitioner It was 
possible that in the future the Courts might hold that the 
words “‘ personal supervision ’’ implied the actual presence 
of the medical officer If that were the case, the present 
system of midwifery training would become unworkable 
His amendment was designed to support that training, and 
It pre vided that the Clause should not apply in the case 
of a person who while undergoing training with a view 
to becoming a duly qualified medical practitioner or a 
certified midwife, attends a woman in childbirth as part 

course of practical instruction in midwifery.” 


ord Knutsford supported the amendment 


ord Salisbury, Lord Privy Seal, said this Clause would 
lead to considerable difficulty in the training both of 
medical students and pupil midwives. On the other hand, 
they had to consider the safety of the woman concerned, 
and they could not agree to any amendment which did not 
adequately protect the woman 

[The amendment was agreed to 


On Clause 11, which provides that the expression, 

maternity home,’ shall not include premises for the 
conduct of which a duly qualified medical practitioner 
resident therein is responsible, the Arc hbishop of Canter- 
bury moved an amendment requiring that a certificate 
should be lodged with the local supervising authority, 
signed by two independent medical practitioners, to the 
effect that the premises and equipment were suitable and 
that the medical practitioner was a fit and proper person 
to carry on the house. The Primate said that he yielded 
to no one in his admiration for the medical profession, but 
there might be professional men who, while possessing the 
technical qualifications, would not be altogether relieved 
from the possibility of suspicion of having other motives 
in wanting carry on such a home. 


Lord Salisbury thought that the necessary safeguard 
ould be more efficiently secured by an amendment giving 
the local supervising authority absolute discretion to say 
that they would not certify a particular home. In that 
way, having the local knowledge, they would be able to 
protect the public and the women concerned. That was 
to say, only those would be exempted from the provisions 
of Part II. of the Bill (which provided for the registration 
of maternity homes) who got an exemption from the local 
supervising authority, leaving it to the option of the 
authority to refuse an exemption where they thought fit 
[he Government would also provide an appeal to the 
Ministry of Health to prevent injustice 


An amendment to this effect was agreed to 
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PUERPERAL CASES AT KINGSTON. 


A most serious state of affairs has caused great comment 
at Kingston, Surrey, where seven deaths from puerperal 
septicemia have occurred in six months, all more or less 
connected with the nurses of the Kingston Nursing Associa- 
tion, which has existed for 30 years and has a maternity 
ward. Until six months ago they had never had a death, 
and it is now suggested that one of the nurses must be an 
unconscious “ carrier.’’ All the seven nurses are, of 
course, fully-trained nurses and midwives. . At the inquest 
a solicitor representing the nursing association stated that 
they had approached the Ministry of Health with a view 
to an inquiry being held into the cases. 

Miss Trotter, matron of the nursing home, said it was a 
rule everywhere that a midwife must not continue to 
attend a septic case, another nurse being immediately 
sent to attend to the patient. 


Dr. Taylor pointed out that in that case there was a 
possibility of two nurses becoming infected. ‘Is it a 
nice thing,’’ he asked “ to send another patient a nurse 
who has been dealing with a septic case ? ”’ 

Miss Trotter: Well, 


Miss Trotter said a woman with a high temperature 
was in the nursing home, but she had been attended by 
one nurse only and every precaution had been taken 


I have had to do it. 


Dr. Taylor said that there was no doubt that the infection 
was carried to the patients by the same nurse. He felt 
that he would be neglecting his duty if he did not say 
the whole thing was very unsatisfactory 


PREVENTION OF MATERNAL MORTALITY. 

As a result of a conference between representatives of 
the British Medical Association and the County Council 
Association the Council of the B.M.A. has expressed the 
opinion that there-should be an investigation in every 
area by a competent and experienced medical officer of all 
maternal deaths and of all cases of puerperal fever provided 
that (a) the medical profession is assured that such in- 
vestigation would be exclusively for scientific purposes 
and for purposes of public health, and (6) where necessary, 
they would be followed by an offer of expert advice or 
assistance, institutional, or otherwise 


A MIDWIFERY CONFERENCE. 


A round-table conference, the first of its kind, was held 
recently at the offices of the Board by the C.M.B. and 
representatives of L.S.A.’s from many different places. 
The object was to discover whether such conferences were 
helpful and whether it would be desirable to repeat them, 
possibly once a year. Many questions were discussed, the 
authorities having been asked to send up resolutions t 
put before the conference. There was a general feeling 
that the conference had been highly satisfactory and had 
helped each party to appreciate the other's point of view. 


POST-GRADUATE WEEK. 


The 14th annual post-graduate week for midwives 
started at the General Lying-in Hospital, York Road, 
London, in the good weather that proverbially always 
attends it with a reception by Miss Tunbridge (Matron) 
and the staff on Monday. Many old friends met; many 
others were present for the first time; midwives gathered 
from far and near. Some had come from very rural areas 
and had willingly given up part of their holiday in order 
to glean something of the most up-to-date teaching and 
methods. Dr. Fairbairn, as usual, had a great reception 
when he arrived to give the inaugural lecture on © The 
care of pregnancy with a view to the prevention of early 
infantile mortality.”” A full and comprehensive program ¢ 
had been prepared, including many visits to clinics and 
hospitals. We were glad to hear theatre tickets had been 
kindly sent—a welcome interlude to a strenuous though 
intensely interesting week. 
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